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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH E out-lines of the following 
ftory, and fome of the inci- 
dents and more minute circumflances^ 
are to be found in the antient Eng- 
li(h hiftorians. If too great liberties 
have been taken in altering or en- 
larging their accounts, the reader who 
looks only for amufement will pro- 
bably forgive it : the learned and 
critical (if this work fliould be ho- 
noured by fuch readers) will deem 
it a matter of too little confequencc 
to call for the feverity of their ccn- 

fure. It is generally expeded that 

pieces of this kind fhould convey 
fome one ufeful moral : which 
moral, not always perhaps, the 
nioft valuable or refined, is fome- 

vvcckta 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

times made to float on the furface 
of the narrative ; or is plucked up 
at proper intervals^ and prefented to 
the view of the reader, with great 
folemnity* But the author of thefe 
iheets hath too high an opinion of 
the judgment and penetration of his 
readers, to purfue this method. Al- 
though he cannor pretend to be very 
deepy yet he hopes he is clear. And 
if any thing lies at bottom, worth 
the picking up, it will be difcover- 
ed without his dire<Stion. 



ERRATA. 

Page 39. 1. 9. for pafs*d r. fpcnt. 
p. 89. I. 20. for work r. worft. 
p. 99* 1. 7. for enemy r. enemies. 
p. 214. !• I3< for was r. were. 
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Earl of Salisbury. 



B D O K J. 

S E C T. "l. 

WHEN Heijry, the third of that 
nwne, reigned in England, Sif 
Randolph, a valiant knight of Cofnwal, 
now too old to take a part In the offlort 
and commotions of the realm, rerired to 
the peaceful ehjoyment of thofe honoura 
and fortunes, which he had purchafed by 
k feries of handy fervicet in the fidi Thl 
eve of his life was engaged in the plcstfiiig 
Vot. I. B occu- 
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occupation of training up two youths^ his 
fons, who were rifing faft to maturity ; in 
teaching them the facred duties which they 
owed to heaven and to their country, in- 
ipiring them with a gallant Jove of arms, 
and poflelling their minds with undaunted 
courage duly tempered with benevolence 
and humanity. 

The fedbn was genial, the evening fe- 
rene and refrefhing i when Randolph wan* 
dcred forth, with a youth attending him 
on each fide, eagerly liftening to his nar<* 
rative of wars and glorious dangers. The 
boys pafied flowly on, with their eyes and 
thoughts fixed on their father, 'till they 
were infcnfibly led to the brow of a chalky 
cliff, commanding a wide and uninter- 
rupted view of the calm unruffled fea, 
that nowreflefbed all the rich and glowing 
c^imfon of the fecting fuo. Here they fat 

down. 
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down, and urgently entreated their father 
to renew the ftory of his dangers in the 
Holy Land, the atchievements of the brave 
foldiers of the crofs ; the recent wars in 
France, and the valour of Earl Richard 
and his Knights ; while the attention of 
Randolph was fixed on a fmall barque, 
now approaching to the Ihore. 

Its keel cut fwiftly and deeply into the 
fands, and a general fhout from the veficl 
roufed the little company, whofe attention 
was ftill farther awakened, when they ob- 
ferved the deportment of the man who 
firft leaped on fhore. His garb was that 
of an humble pilgrim, whofe holy vows 
were leading him to fome fcene of devo- 
tion \ and by his fide hung a large and 
trenchant weapon befitting the fon of ho- 
nourable war, rather than the votary of 
religion i his- look was pale and fquallid; 
B 2 but 
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But his porf efeft; add a fcGTfct gleatncfs' 
attd manly dignity fccm«d to break thro^ 
a}} the gloom of adverfity whkh fur- 
rounded tmn. No fooher had he touched 
the ftrand, than he flood for a momeniy 
as it were, in ^ ftill and motionkfs fur- 
prize ; thtn falling on his knees, with arms 
croiTed, and eyes raifed up to heaven, his 
looks exprefTed the moft rapturous grati* 
tude and thankfulnefs, as if for a delive- 
rance from fome great calamity; whilfl: 
feme others of the cre^, with all appear- 
ances of tender regard, conveye?d a young 
and beautiful perfenage to fhore, dreiifed 
in the fame habit with their leader. The 
whole fcenc was extraordinary and aflfcdl- 
ing : the youths had defcried it, and dart- 
ing up, and turning to their father, feemed 
to demand the reafon of this appearance. 
* Come, my fons^ cried Randolph, this 
< ftranger appears unfortunalte -, perhaps* 

• he 
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> he may accept of our hofpitablc recep- 
'^ tK)n I let our friendly offices not be want- 
^ iog, ito jtiajr his grief^ and to fupply his 
* jieocffities.* Thus faying, he led them 
■by i wioding defcent towards tEe fhore, 
:^hcfe the cmw were by this time difen\- 
'barqued* 

Sir iRandolph approached the firanger, 

(to ivhom t!herefl: of the company feemed 

t© pay a .particular regard) with a concern 

.irvly humane: when, inftantly, the eyes 

-^ eadi were fixed in mute furprize upon the 

rjodicr.— . * My General P — * My Knight f 

Their tongues could utter no more : they 

rulhed into each other's arms, and clung 

together in a tumultuous diforder of grief, 

amazement, and afiedion. At length, 

wwds forced their paffage. • Great Earl !* 

cried Randolph, * and do I really behold 

:• thee? Do I embrace the man, under 

B 3 * whofe 
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* whofe comKnind my laft days of hd- 

* nourable war faw glory and viftory ? 
•Hath my leader furvived the dreadful 

* night of tempeft which difperfed our 

* Ihips ! He whom we imagined buried in 

* tlic feas! Is he at length returned in 

* fafety ? But why this garb ? Are thefe 
^ wretched weeds, befitting the fon of an 

* illuftrious monarch, the conqueror of 

* Gafcoigne, the glory of England ? Thou 

* art come, but not to peace and repofe : 

* danger, difficulty, and diftrefs, arc ftill 

* prepared for that undaunted fpirit!*-— 

* Am I not in England ?' replied the 
ftranger. ' Have I not, at length, hap- 

* pily efcaped the infidious attempts of 

* my enemies ?. "What dangers have I now 
^ to fear ?/No, my deareft El a ! illuftrious 

* dame ! ^t tendereft wife ! In thy arms 

* fhall I'how forget my dangers. To thee 

* I fly, to wipe away thofe tears, which 

8 * • bdrft 
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* burft forth at my departure, and muft 

* have flowed in full flreanis, during this 

* melancholy interval of my abience. . Iq 

* thee and thy endearments ihall all my 
.* future hopes be centered : and never, no, 
V never more (hall William be deluded 

* by the fmiling promifes of glory, to 
5 hazard the chance of arms! Enough 
« hath been already done: enough hath 

* been given to honour and to my country, 

* Peace and retirement, repofe and tran- 

* quillity be now the lot of thcfe fhat- 
^ tered limbs, and this diftradted, wearied, 

* fpirit !' 

Whilft the Earl thus indulged his flat- 
teringprofpefls of tranquillity, the thoughts 
of Randolph were bufy and difordered i 
he furveyed him with a mixture of pity 
and affedion ; and half fupprefEng the (igh 
that laboured in his bread,, he aiTumed a 
B 4 look 
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loGkof eafe^nd complacency, and invked 
Lerd WiUmni aiid his ac»endants to par- 
take of the rcfrclhment -wfcfch his neig|h- 
btTdiingttiidcnce aflferdcd. Hlhcy pafled 
©n with the pleafing ftnfatJons <X fncnj 
ivho after a length of days fpeftt in u fo- 
ttfigfi and "Unfriendly Imd, began bncfe 
ihore to tifte the comforts of a native 
CbUfttfy, attd to fliard m the Ibcial mter- 
to\irie of kinfinen and fellow citizens* 
Their ViiAtt turned to the youthfiii pil- 
grittt, Wh6m he embraced with a tender 
iahd aHtaiohate concern ;-i)i|l: with -ftich 
joy as fcemed clouded by the remembrance 
of paft calamities. They retired a few 
paces as if in private conference, and the 
tHcr fecmcd intent in comforting and en- 
couraging/ The courteous Knight would 
hot brcaSc in upon thew private conference, 
and to leave them the morfe free to in- 
idulge that mutual- a^dtion which' ihey 

difco- 
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dUcovensd, he turoed to his youths : < Be^ 
hoJd,' faid he, ^ this truly bonourabit 
Lord, great in defccBt, powerful ia armsi 
Ml of the mighty Tpirit i^ bis royal 
father the iecond Henry, a maaarcb fa- 
tally Icduced by the. beauty of Rpfar 
mood: and (mark (hejuft difpenfationy 
of heaven) heavy was the punilbmcnt: 
which the mother paid, for her forbiddeA 
lov^: nor Iiath misfortuoe fpared t^ia 
the Dfi&pring of m uaii/wfal «nd un-^ 
hippy paiTion. Yec kt us be juft to his 
virtues; and learn irocn him, that re^ 
nowi\ is not to be ^purchafed but by toH 
and perils. Under his banners hath your 
father ofcentimei encountered dangers. 
With him did I haften to fupport the 
caufe and title of our King, when Joli^i 
bad met his fate, and the ion of France 
rioted in the calacnities of England, 
With him did thefe old arms contribute 

* to 
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• to execute the vengeance of our coun- 

• try upon the adherents of the perfidious 

• Lewis; and when the Count Mai- leon 

• revolted from his liege lord, and erefted 

• the ftandard of France in our province 

• of Gafcoigne, then did he bravely fe- 

• cond the efforts of Richard, uncle to 

• our Prince; and led us on to vidtory. 

• Afpire to the fame renown : but exped 

• the like fortune : dream not of undif- 

• turbed happinefs and tranquillity. By 

• expedting labour and diftrefs, you fhaH 

• learn to encounter, and to conquer themj 
,* in a glorious and an honeft caufe/ 

• Thus far paternal tendernefs diverted tht 
attention of Randolph from his illuftrious 
friend, who in this ftiort interval had been 
^equally engaged. He embraced his follow- 
ers, congratulated their happy arrival, and 
zealoufly extolled their merits and faithful 

feiTices. 
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ferviccs. ' The Knight, with all due couf- 
tcfy, led them on towards his hofpitable 
hall, which foon opened to their view, and 
foon received the wearied gucfts. No 
friendly care was wanting to recal their 
languid and drooping fpirits. As men juft 
fnatchcd from the dread gulph of mifery, 
and fuddenly reftored to a degree of happi- 
nefs beyond the hopes and evt n the concep- 
tions of their dejefted thoughts, they gazed 
each upon his fellow in a filerit extacy of 
furprifc and joy ; and (!ill more endeared 
to each other, as (harers in the fame mif- 
fortunes, their eyes, their hands encoun^ 
tered fpontancoufly, and they embraced 
with an affcfting cordiality and pleafure. 
Earl William, who now began to refumc 
his native dignity, his eyes, as it were, 
newly lightened up, his voice lefs plain - 
live, his afpeft greater, and his port ftill 
more princely, carncftly fciztd the hand 6f 

that 
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iliftt young perfoBage, to whom he fcemeB 
•40(URe partiodarlyr oi^ntive, and thu$ ad* 
^^fipd bioifelf to b^ hQ&.. * Q, my 
;• friend, bene isnour deareft charge. ICuow, 
^ a«d refpedl this -beaifltiful maid, for fucfc 
^ flie is, the daughter of z, braw and ho- 

> Aeft foldier. Has name i^€:& Roches, aad 

> once jnine asemy : but -fortune and his 
'^ virttKS united us in bands of friendihip, 
*« truly facred and ioyiolable. It is his 
■ • gpodndfe that I aow fee my native land. 

' His generous pity dawd Ine when the arm 
*f of mine enemy was juft raifed to ftrike, 

* to -ftrike me bafely, and treachcrowfly, 
■'^ .unknowing, uniufpedting, and unpro- 

* Vided for defence.' * Welcome, Lady,* 
^replied the Knight ^ * alas ! thefe limbs 
•* were not formed for toil or dangerous 

* adventure. But where is thy gallant fa- 

* ther ? My heart pants to embrace him ; 
' an Engliflb heart, which holds a^ foldifr 

* 'dear. 
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• deaf, of whatever cKmeor country : afid 
^' doiibty dear» and doiably honoured, fiiall 
^ that foldier be, who reftore^ a nobte and 
^beldved ion to England/ Here grief 
ibreatened to break th/sough the &» reicrve 
tff female modefty ; and had already fatten 
in gentle drops^ down her glowing cheeks ; 
which the Earl perceiving, checkod with ^. 
kindly reproving look v then fofdy entttat'^ 
ed Randolph to fummoA facb of his do* 
meftics as might be proper to condudt her 
to refreshment and rqpofe^ Thde inftantly 
appeared, and were inftra£);ed to perform 
thdr offices with s\V tender tod refpcftfui: 
care. The maid . retired in filence : Ran- 
dolph feeftied wrstpt in delight and won- 
der, whilft the Earl purfued her paning; 
fteps with leoks of fweeteft complacency 
and pity. The Knight then turning to the 
followers of this Lord, * My friends,' faid 
... 4. * he 
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he, •; your toils demand retirement : this 
f roof knows no other happinefs than ta 

• greet the approach of. worth and valour. 

• It is your's, and ufe it freely. For this 

• night, at leaft, forget your labours, and 
^ indulge your faint and harrafled limbs ia 

• peaceful reft/ * Yes/ faid the Earl, 

*. to reft, my dear companions ; but, bear 

• with my impatience, and be ftirring with 

• the dawn ; that we may iffue forth with 

• new-recruited fpeed, and quickly gain 

• my caftle. There (hall our labours end ; 

• there fliall the gentle C.ountefs acknow- 
^ ledge your deferts ; and there (hall her 
« long loft Lord reward your fidelity. 

• Sir flLandolph, you too (hall accompany 

• us, and (hare the general joy. We (hall 
^ teach you to receive your fellow-foldier 

• with a more lively fympathy, and bright- 

• fin Aat honeft afped with gayer (miles/ 

To 
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To this gentle reproof^ which feemcd to 
have cfcaped unwarily from the jealoufy 
of friendfliip, Randolph made no reply; 
but with a countenance of ftrift compo- 
fure, which efFedually concealed whatever 
thoughts or pafllons were now bufy in his 
mind, he invited Lord William to retire. 

* No, my friend,* replied the Earl, — * my 
^ followers are happily difpofed of : at lad 

* (thanks to thepreftrving hand cf Heaven, 

* and to thee) they enjoy that fccure re- 

* pofe, to which they have been fo long 

* ftrangers. I feel my heart eafed of its 

* opprefling load. Nor will I give thefe 

* eyes to flecp, till I have heard Say, 

' what of my wife, what of my friends, of 
< the King and realm, can my good hoft 

* impart ?— — But chiefly of my wife ; of 

* Ela I would hear all thou canft deliver ; 

* how hath fhe borne this tedious abfencc? 

* Knoweft thou not of her prefcnt ftate ? 

* Speak I 
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^ Speak ?■ alas, Ae grief of my widowet 
^ dame feems to affeft that good heart 

« But fay, is (he wett* Randolph hac 

betrayed fome agitation at thefe enqui 
ries ; but quickly recollefting his difofder 
cd thoughts, * her tendemefs and love foi 

• thee have been approved,* faid he, * ii 

* the abfenceof hcrLord : to morrow tho\ 

• (hah feek her in her princely caftle. Bu 
^ now indulge my impatience : fay, whai 
« means this garb ? this appearance of mif 

♦ fbrttlii* ? Who arc thefc thy attendants ? 
— -» Yes,' faid the Earl, * I will tell the^ 

* all. Sit down. Thou wilt not hi 

• difpleafed to hear the ftofy of mjr misfor^ 

* tunes fince our laft dreadful feparation.' 
Randolph obeyed, and the Earl thus be- 
gan; 



SECT. 
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• TT O W can I recall to mind the fatal 
Jn time, when our viftorious army, 

• loaded with the fpoils of Gafcoigne, re- 
.• imbarked, and with hearts of joy and ex- 

• pe£tadon, ftccred towards their native 

• fhore. Thou, Randolph, who hadft 

• 0)ared the dangers of our war, whole hoary 
^ head ftill difdained to droop beneath its 

• beaver, muft retain the dreadful remem- 
^ braace of that night, when winds and 

• fcas confpired together, and united their 
^ unrelenting fury againft the bands of 

• England : when the roaring hurricane 

• deafened us with its horrid menaces, and 

• the frequent lightening ferved to dilclofc 

• all the terrors of the gloomy deep. Ou^ 
f army, that bad undauntedly defied the 

YoL. L C * C^wiA 
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* fwords of France, found now another ene- 

* my, againft whofc obftinatc aflaults their 

* courage Teemed biit incfFcftual : and eve- 

* ry moment prefepted us with the diftradt- 

* ing expeftation of perifhingindifhonourT 
* able obfcurity. And much doth it re- 

* joice me, that in that extremity of diftrefs, 

* the blefftd faints were not unmindful of 
^ Randolph, that my gallant knight was 

* happily refcued from dcftrudlion, to cheer 

< his friends, and enjoy his latter days in 

* peace and dignity. Thfe fate of Salifbury 
' was more fevere and affefting. The fhip 

* which received me and my affociates was 

* quickly feparated from our fleet, a help- 

* lefs and folitary prey to the violence of 
^ the tempeft, which our pilot had neither 

* (kill nor fpirit to oppofe. And in that 

* dreadful moment, when, raifed to a ^ddy 
' and terrible heigjit, we hung upon the' 

< breaking wave, *r funk down deep into' 
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*. the dark and yawning gulpb, then was 

* my heart's dear trcaftirc, my beloved 

* daoiie, prefent to my diftraded mind : to' 

* die was horrible ; becaufe to die was to' 

* be torn from Ela. Her forrows crowded 

* upon my bufy fancy •, and I funk ; O, 

* my friend, how can I fpeak it ! I funk 
•• into a coward.— —Doth that tear now 

* Healing down your furrowed check ex- 

* prefs your pity of my wcaknefi, or a fcnfc 

* of my misfortunes?'— The diforder of 
the good Knight, which could no longer 
be entirely concealed, here fufpended the 
narration. Lord William feized his hand 
with a look of furprife and concern at his 
fcnfibility : biit Randolph prevented all ex- 
poftulation, by a fudden and violent effort 
to refume his ferenity. He foon recalled 
his thoughts to a compofed attention, and 
at his defire the Earl proceeded. 

C 2 • Heaven 
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< Heaven was at length pleafed in fome 
^ degree to controul the violence of the 
« ftorm. The dawn of morning feemed' 
« to promife us at lead fome refpite from 
' deftru£tion: yet ftill, helplefs and de- 
^ fpondingy without courle or diredion, 
^ we tofied as the winds and tides impelled : 
^ and when at lafl; we defcried land, that? 

* cheering objeft to wretches who havo 
^ fupported an unequal contefl: with the 

* raging temped, only ferved to infpire us 
« with new fears^ left it fhould prove the 

* land of our enemy. But alas I it was 
< decreed (and the (hocking fcene (lilL dwells 

* on my imagination in all. it*s horror) that 

* far the greater part of us fhould nevei; 

* touch the fhore which lay in view. We. 

* fteered upon a coaft utterly unknown : 

* the rock which lay inambulh to deftroy. 

* us, affailed our veffel j the waves ruJhed 
\ impetuoufly through the breach. In that 

* diead- 
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* dretdfol moment, when hope vanilhcd, 

* when Death flood with open arms to re- 

* <?eive his prey, the magnanimity of my 

* dear unhappy companions ■ ■' how fliall 

* I fpcak it ! They clung round my knees 

* with tears of follicitude and zeal for my 

* ppcfcrvation. They entreated, they preflcd, 

* they forced me to fcek for fafety in the 
' boat, which it was their laft care to make 
^ ready for their beloved captain, with ten 

* more the moft eminent in command. 

* Refolutc and undifmayed even in the very 

* moment of their dcftruftion, they hailed 

* our departure and triumphed in our 

* fafety. I hear their fliouts! they ftill 

* lirike my ears.—— O England I can the 

* world boaft fuch fons ? The deep 

* clofed over them, and fnatchcd the dear, 

* afflifting, aweful objeft for ever from 

* our eyes. We rowed away in filcnce 

* and aftonilhment, full of the terrible 

C 3 * vJfta.^ 
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* idea, and little cheered by iht profpcflfc 
« of land, which we dreaded to find un- 

* friendly'. Nor were our fears miftaken : 

* for when our laft and utmoft cfibrts had 

* been exerted to gain the (hore, fomt 

* wretched fifiiermen who had at firft gazed 

* in expe^Jtation on our veflel, and at the 

* fight of armed men, fled precipitately 

* into the country, appeared by their garb 
^ and language to be French, and con- 

* vinced us that the profpeft of immediate 

* deftrudion, was only changed for ano- 
^ ther no lefs dreadful, that of an hard 

* and tedious captivity : that of falling 

* into the hands of men whom we had but 
« now defied and vanquiflied ; and being 

* made the viftims of revenge for blood 
* ^ ftill reeking upon our blades. 

« We moored our boat, uncertain what 
5 courfe to purfue, whether to feek refuge 

* from 
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* from bur enemies in an unknown and 

* tempcftitous fca, or by advancing for- 

* ward to refign ourfelves into their power'. 
^ It was, however, loon rcfolved boldly 

* to meet our danger. We moved on 

* flowfy and circumfpcft ; the fun played 

* upon our armour, and it's refledted beams 
« ferved as a direftion to a fmall armed 

* band that had bfeen alarmed by. their 

* countrynien,' and now marched forth to 

* ftek their invaders. My companions, 

* little difmayed at fuch a fuperiority of 

* numbers as they had frequently repelled, 

* unlheathed their fwords, now their only 

* weapons, and flood, as men refolved to 

* defend their lives and liberty to the ut- 

* moft. The undaunted Ihew cf rtfift- 

* ance perfuaded our enemies that fome 

* hoftile defign was meditated, and that 

* greater numbers were approaching to our 

* fopport. They halted and furvcyed us : 

C 4 * their 



ip 
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* their bowmen diicharg^ their (hafts s 
^ and three of my unhappy friends lay 
^ bleeding upon the earth, pouring out 

* their lives without a poflibility of aQift* 

* ancc, or the confolation of a brave re- 

* venge. Our enemies, animated by their 

* fuccefs, rufhed upon us; they felt our 

* blades; but foon taught us that refift- 

* ance was ineffcftual. They furroqnded 

* my friends, and impatient to fecure their 

* captives, hurried them precipitately acrofs 
^ the plain ; but in their blind unguided 

* fury, left me at fome diftance fingly cn- 

* gaged with their commander, who with 

* couched lapce, fpurred forward, and 

* loudly called upon me to yield myfelf 

* bis prifoner, or meet my fate. Aflive 

* and experienced in arms, I evaded his 

* onfet, and with this good fword (whofe 

* length and keennefs had long been the 
< terror of his countrymen^ I ^imed a 

* blowj^ 
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• blow, which was received by his ficiy 

• charger. The beaft grew furious with 
^ anguifh, and impatient of command Iboa 

• caft his rider at my feet. But I, who 

• neither inclined, nor deemed it prudent 

• to purfuc the work of death ; ever ready 
^ to fpare a proftrate foe, and nothing dif- 

• pofed to provoke a fevere vengeance on 
« my companions •, lifted my beaver, and 

• with looks of courtefy raifed the leader 

• from the ground. 1 prepared to accoft 

• him, when, ftarring back, as if unable 

• to fupport fome fudden and violent fur- 

• prize ; he ftood fpeechlefs and motion- 

• lefs, calling his eyes to heaven, and fix- 

• ing them on me by turns. Bleffed Saints ! 

• — — O noble Lord! — thus did he cx- 

• claim ; Twice my preferver ! How fhall 
, * Les Roches repay thy exalted goodnefs ? 
^ In the Ifle of Rhe I and thus attended ! 

• But fly this moment } I muft rejoin my 

• friends. 
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« friends. That path is fafc : it leads thee 

• to a place of concealment : expeft me 

* footi; and cxpeft fome return of gra- 
titude. 



'c 



• With thefe words, the ftranger (fdr 

• iuch he ftill fcejncd to me) turned haftiljr 

• away, in purfuit of his troop, now kad- 

• ing oflF their prifoners in triumph. Nor 
^ could I fuddenly recover from my amaze- 

• ment. Mine eyes flill attended him, and 
^ marked his hafly fteps, until he was toft 

• in the diftant crowd. Then fuddenly 

• recolleding mine own danger, and his 

• friendly counfel, I took the path to which 
** he had pointed, and meafured out the 

• tedious way with limbs wearied and faint, 

• and with a mind no lefs harraffed by tu- 

• multuous paflSons. Still confounded and 

• perplexed, my thoughts fought in vain 

• for that fecurlty, that concealment whlcli 

« the 
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the ftrangcr had promifed ; when turning 

mine eyes eagerly on every fide in fcarch 

of feme cheering objeft, they at length 

difcovered at ibme diftance a large and 

venerable pile. It's windows crowded 

with the foliage of their ornaments, and 

dimmed by the hand of the painter •, it's 

numerous fpires towering above the roof, 

and the chriftian enfign on it's front, 

declared it a refidenceof devotion and 

charity. Hither I determined to bend 

my courfe, and to fix here, my laft and 

' only hopes of refuge. War had long 

' taught me to fupport toil and abftinence. 

^ But, alas! my fpirit now denied it's 

' wonted afTiftance to my exhaufted ftrength, 

' and when my limbs had laboured up tho 

* eminence on which this manfion flood, 
' with flow and painful efibrts; when a 

* few paces only remained to bring me to 
J t!ic entrance, nature cbuld ftrugglc no 

2 ♦ fartl^tt -^ 
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* farther; my fight grew clouded, I fell, 
^ as fn the arms of death, and fainted 

* under the fevere oppreffion of fatigue 

* and diftrefs. Nor did my miferable ftatc 

* cfcape the regards of charity ; for when 

* my languid eyes again opened to the light, 

* I found myfelf attended by one who 

* fccmed an inhabitant; and from him 

* learned that I lay before the portal of an 

* antient Abbey, where the brethren of ^ 

* the Cift^tian order, employed their peace- 

* ful hours in orifons to heaven, and afts 

* of humanity to their fellow creatures. 

* The friendly door was laid open for my 

* reception : the arm which had raifed me 

* from the ground, with trie fame humane 

* concern fupported my tottering fteps, and 
^ led me through the winding ifles, to a 
^ retired chamber ; where the charitable 
^ offices of my attendant were bufily em- 
^ ployed to provide whatever might bo; 

* needful 
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• needful for reft and rcfrefluncnt, what- 

• ever might recal the ftrength or com- 

• fort the afflidled fpirit of a wretched 

• ftrangpr. 

• I felt the kind efFcfts of his piou* 
^ care; and though ftill anxious and op. 

• preffed, yet relieved from the extremity 

• of languor, and confcious of returning 
•' ftrength, I rcquefted to be conduced to 

• the Reverend Abbot; who in that in* 

• ftant prevented me, and entered, to en- 

• quire into the occafion of my arrival* 

• and to know what further offices might 

• be granted to a man, whofe appearance 

• and diftrefs had by this time engaged the 

• attention of the whole fraternity. With 

• the authority of a fuperior. he direfted 

• my condudor to withdraw, and for a 

• w^ile furveyed me with a kind yet pierc- 

• ing eye. His afpeft, from which the 

4 • beams' 
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beams of piety and charity feemed to 
break forth in a mild and cheering light, 
commanded reverence and love. I mado 
the due obey fance, and entreated his kind 
protedion for a man who had drank deeply 
of affli&ion» who ftood before him a mo- 
nument of the tremendous difpleafure of 
heaven, torn, perhaps for ever, from all 
that he held dear, call on a foreign fhore^ 
without guide, friend, or refuge: yct^ 
fometime, no ftranger to happier days.^ 
Son ! replied the venerable father, thelb 
gates are never barred againft the af« 
Aided : but far be all pollution from our 
walls! War hath been thy occupation: 
but hath that fword been ever f^in^d 
with the blood of a friend or brother ? 
Hath no great oiFence odious to religipn 
or humanity, cut thee off from fociety ; 
and driven thee away a wretched and a« 
bandoned wanderer V Impatient of fuf* 

• picion. 
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^ picion, I fell upon my knees before him, 
^ and iqi^ancly addre0ed myfelf to ihrift i 

* 'Opened my whole foul freely, as in the 

* face pf heaven, declared my country, 
f my Ji^me and quality 5 and diftindtly re- 

* counted my late unhappy fortunes. The 

* good father heard me with exadt atten- 

* tion •, hefitating and ftruggling with the 

* rifing paflion, he uttered fonle words of 
« comfort, while the big twr rolled down : 

* nor did this mark of generous pity dif* 

* grace his venerable alped ; although he 
^ laboured to conceal it, when he was to 

* ui^e the precepts of fortitude and pati- 

* encc. * My fon I faid he (now refuming 

* a look of eafe and compofed dignity) 

* Nature obliges us to feel, but Religion 

* forbids us to repine. That Power which 

* deals out misfortune to fuiful mortals, 

* will, in his own appointed time, accept of 

* their p^itcnce, and wipe away their tears. 

• Thou 



32 L O N G S W O R D* 

« Thou art the enemy of my country, but 

* thou art a man. This roof fhall not yet 

* rejedt thee : retire and reft fecurely : the 
« duties of my office call me : With to- 

• morrow's rifing fun I will revifit thcc.^ 

• He departed •, and deprived me of that 

* momentary comfort, which his looks and 

• voice infpired. 

* The couch now received me, but not 

• to repofe. My bufy thoughts, too long 
^ and too violently agitated to fubfide into 

• ferenity and quiet, revolved the dreadful 

• fcenes in which I had been juft now en- 

* gaged : fometimes were they fixed on the 

* fate of my companions ; now, on my 
« own danger: and ever and anon dif- 

• trafted me with the recollcdion of my 

* country, my family, and (O killing tor- - 

* ment!) my wife. But I was not long 
^ permitted to indulge thcfe fad rcfteftions; 

* A 
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^ ' A rude knocking M the gates ccchoed 
^ throtigh the arched Ifles, and roufed me 
^ fl-om hfiy gloomy dreams. Suddenly it 
^ ceafed. Silence, ftill more alarming, and 

* anxious expectation fucceeded. I ilarted 
^ up, and grafpcd my fword as it were in- 
^.ftinftively. I heard the feet of hafte 

* approaching my chamber. The door 
< opened, and there flood before me the 

* Frenchman, whofe life I had that day 

* fpared : and whom I now recognized ra* 

* ther by his voice, than by the glimmer- 
' ing lamp depending from the deling^ 
V Have 1 found my preferver ? (thus did 

* he carneftly accoft me) well did I divine 

* that he would find refuge with my reve- 

* rend kinfman : and that I fhoukl ftill be 

* able to repay the goodnefs of Lord Wil- 

* liam* • Thou knowefl: me, faid I, 

* haftily interrupting him ; twice, I think, 

* thou faidft, twice I had preferved thee. 
Vol. I. D . ' All 
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^ AH this is ^rage^ and wooid be m^ 
^ iG!dai/ ^ Rccal to mind, rq>licd the 
^ Frccchman^ that bufy day, when the 

* galiaot Eari of Marche was forced to 

* \\dd before the Englifb bands kd by 
^ Duke Richard and by thee. The impe- 

* tuous Mol-leon, be, whofe envy of thf 
*- fupeiior wonh and greatnefs had firft 

* prompted him to revolt from England, 
^ he who bated thy name, and fickened ar 
^ the report of thy valour, loudly defied 

* and challenged thee : ye engaged, horfe to* 
^ horfe, with the furious rage of rivals ; and 
^ focm the ft^)erior prowefs of Salilbury pre* 

* valed.* * I \vel> remember it, faid I ;- 
^ and when the Count was finking to the 

* ground, a valiant foldier rullicd forward 

* to his refcoe -, and e3q>ofed himfclf to aH 
' the fury of his viilorious enemies/ • I 

* was that fdldier, cried he: mine own men 
^ (hrunk cowardly from me, the Englifh 

^ facround- 
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* furrounded mc, and when their fwords 

* were raifcd to deftroy me i then did Lord 
,* William with difficulty reprefs tlieir 

* violence, and I became his prifoncr/— 

* Here I interrupted him — * A prifoncr 1 

* then were my intentions not duly cxe- 

* xnated. That fidelity and valour which 

* prompted the brave foldier to defy the 

* terrors of death in order to prefcrve his 

* friend, deferved more refpeft and better 
•• fortune. My orders were that he (hould 

* be freed and honourably conduced to his 
'* own camp without delay or ranfom.* 

* And thefe orders were obeyed, faid he ; 

* I was freed, I was honourably conduced 
"• to my own camp without delay or ran- 

* fom : and there did I loudly proclaim 

* thy worth. The Kftcning foldiers hung 

* on me with rapture whilft I told the 
' deed : and enemies were taught to revere 
"^ the magnanimity and generous humanity 

D 2 ^ of 
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* of England and of Sali(bury. O fatal* 

* zeal of gratitude! The Count Mai -Icon ^ 

* whofe imperious fpirit could but ill en-* 
« dure the piercing wound his honour hacJ 
« now received ; difcomfited. difgraced,- 

* and doubly conquered, now felt the mod' 

* malignant paflions rankling in his breaft: : 
' tortured by the praifcs of the conqueror, 

* he breathed revenge and fury ; thundered 

* out the fevered and mod tremendous me-r 
*'naccs againd himfelf, the world, bu^ 

* above all againd Lord William. O! 

* would to heaven that this extravagance 

* of rage and malice had even now ful> 

* fided !' Here the good Frenchman feem- 

* ed in no fmall emotion, raifed, as I then 

* conceived, by the ardour of gratitude 

* and indignation at the ungenerous conduft 

* of his countryman. I endeavoured to 
' divert him to fome other fubjed, by dif- 
' covering an unwillingnefs of hearing my 

* own 
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own commendations, and by fpeaking of 
the malice of my enemy with flight and 
fcorn. * Alas, faid he, thou knowcfl not 
half thy danger. In this ifland on which 
thou haft been call naked and defencelcfs. 
Count Savoure de Mal-leon bears an abfo- 
lutc command. If he (hould difcovcr 
thee (which heaven forbid !) what fortu- 
nate event could fave thy life? or if 
fpared, what ranfom could purcbafe thy 
liberty ? I am indeed his officer, but all 
my cares and fcrvices muft be devoted to 
my preferver. Thy remaining friends I 
have fcen difpofed, -with fuch advantage 
as their prefent ftate allows. 1 heir ran- 
fom fliall be my work; but O, my heart 
bleeds for their noble leader ! I chofe this 
filent hour, when darknefs might conceal 
me from the eye of fufpicion, to come 
and warn thee of thy danger. Let thcfe 
holy walls ftill conceal thee : Jior dare to 
D 3 ' brave 
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* brave the arm of revenge and malfce. 

* I muft retire : thy friends fhall be my 

* care : and may heaven direft me to Tome 

* means of fpeedily removing thee from 

* this accurfed place!* I feized the hand of 

* the generous Les Roches, and attempted 
^ to exprefs my acknowledgement of his 

* humane and noble friendftiip : but he 

* haftily broke from me with a tender and 

* affefling prayer for my prefervation ; and 

* left me full of wo(ider and perplexity.* 



SECT. III. 

* nr^ H E lingering hours of night at 

X length pafled away, and the Mattin- 

* bell fummoned the reverend fraternity to 

* their early devotions. Their pious cares 

* for me were now renewed, their chari- 

* table offices repeated, to oblige and com- 

' fort 
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-* fort me. The hoary Abbot returRcd to 
^ chear tne with his prefence, and his 
^ ghoftly counfel. I was wltnels of the 

* tomforts of religion and tranquillity. 
^ Happinefs Teemed to me the native red- 

* dent of the cloifter ; and my repining 
^ heart murmured againft heaven that had 

* marked me ovit for the ftorm and turbu- 

* lence of life« Jinother c^y was p^ed, 

* and another night pa&d away more tran- 
^ quil and refrefhing : and I roie with my 

* thoughts fixed on the kind Les Roches^ 

* and in anxious impatience for his return, 

* The day advanced, but my friend flill 

* delayed his coming. At length the cha- 

* ritabk Abbot appeared, not with a front 
^ of placid ferenity, but gloomy and con- 
' traded, full of anxiety and grief, whith 
^ tike the iofedious blafl that at once 
^ deftroys the fruits of nature, filled my 
« ibul inftantly with I knew not what 

D 4 * dread- 
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* dreadful and ominous prefage. * Unhappy 
' fon !; faid he 5 Mal-leon has difqovered* 

. * if not the place of thy concealment, at 
> leaft that thou art concealed in this 

* ifland : thanks to the indifcretion of fome 

* of thy countrymen which difdofed'tbe 
.* name of their commander. His jea- 

^ loufy points to Les Roches as the author 

* of thy efcape: vengeance is denounced 

* againft him ; and this moment the good 

* Les Roches lies in the damp dungeon/ 

* For me ! faid I : And is charity fo 
. * great a crime ? Is tyranny fuffercd to rage 
. ' thus without controul in France ? ^ For 
- • me doth my kind preferver endure the 

* p2uns of captivity ?• With a look in 

* which aflfeftion and authority were United, 
. * the father here reprefled my emotion. 
. * Son, faid he, the time calls for calfti 

* and determined meafures. In this place 

* thou cai>'ft not longer abide. Thy com- 

2 . * ing 
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** ing was not fecrct, and Ihould it reach 

* Mal-Ieon, alas, I fear the impctuofity of 

* that proud Count might drive him to 

* violate the facred privileges of our houfe. 

* Les Roches, though now unable to aflift 

* thee, IS yet anxious ftill for thy prefer- 

* vation. The peafant fcnt by him to in- 

* form me of thy dangers waits to conduct 
^ thee faithfully to the veffel prepared to 
< convey thee to RochelJe. Thither thy 

* ranfomed friends have already direded 

* their courfe ; and from thence fome for- 

* tunate event may conduft thee to thy na- 

* tive country. Tarry here, until the 

* fhades of night may conceal thy dcpar- 

* ture. Then ifiue forth : and may all 

* good angels hold thee in their proteftiori ! 

* Our prayers* ■ Here pity (topped his 

* voice ; and filled his eyes with tearS ; 

* whilft I in broken accents laboured to ex- 

* pre6 my fenfe of his goodncfs, my pity 

* for 
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^ ^r the kind and iqjured Les Rc>!cheS|.3aild 

* my iodignation at the l^fei^efs of W^d- 

* icon. He £aw my paffionate diforcjier ; 

* be cjatreated, he exhorted, an4 he re- 

* proved ; till perceiving by my wander- 
^ ing and inattention, that my mind was 
^ too bufily engaged to admit his ipirituai 
^ coui){els, he retired and abandoned me to 

* my own refleftions ; and ihde vitft en- 
^ tirely confined to the misfortune3 <^ the 
^ generous and kind Les Roches. I ac<- 
^ cufed myfelf as the fole author of his 
^ Aijferings ; and abhorred the mean defign 
^ of flying, when I had involved my 

* friend in danger. What can the malice 

* of Mal-kon inflidl on mt (it was thus I 
' reafoned) if to purchafe the liberty of 

* my prcferver, I refign myfelf into his 

^ power ? To kill me ! That were un- 

^ natural. The man I never injured can- 
^ 'Hot jprocee^ to fuch an extravagance of 

• calm 
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"0 calm urtprovoked cruelty. Or \f \n 
could, my country could not long be 
unacquainted with my fate; and would 
(he muft be well aflu'red) difchargeallit'is 
vengeance on mydeftroycr.- And fhall 
the fe&r of bearing the infult and triumph 
of my rival in arms, (hall the tedioufnefs 
of captivity or the feverities of a prifon, 
drive me from the man who fufiers for 
his goodncfs towards me ? Shall I facri- 
fice his freedom, perhaps his life, only tb 

haften my return to England. The 

thought appeared odious and difhonour- 
able. I inftantly formed the daring rcfo- 
lution of purchafing the freedom of Les 
Roches, by delivering myfelf into the 
hands of my enemy ; and fpent the re- 
maining hours of day in that fatisfa(ftion 
and complacency which arife from the 
flattering ideas of fclf-applaufe. The 
fun declined j darknefs gradually fre- 

* vailed, 
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* vailed, and at length brought on thehoiir 

* of my departure. And now, firmly 

* and obftinatcly fettled in my dangerous 

* purpofe, I received the bencdidion of 
^ the reverend Abbot, with a countenance 
« of fixed ferenity, which he, good man, 

* commended, as an indication of my it- 

* liance upon heaven. * Touched with his 

* goodnefs, I could not fupprefs the tears 
« that ftaned from me and interrupted my 

* grateful acknowledgements of his chari- 

* table care, and his zealous, prayers for 

* my prote£tion. Our hands were clafped 

* in each other 5 our eyes rather than our 

* tongues fpoke the emotions of our breads, 

* until the father, who firft made the efiv^rt 

* to reprefs his paffion, urged the necefljty 
' of my departure : and while he ardently 
' commended me to every holy faipt, I 
' iffued forth under the dire£lipn of the 
' peafant my conduftor. 
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' I.ha4 not departed many paces from 
the Abby, when addrcfling myfclf to the 
guide, with a voice which befpokc a de- 
liberate and determined refoliuion, I com- 
manded him to conduft me to the pri- 
fon where Les Roches lay confined. The 
poor man, who was no ftranger to my 
quality or to my hazardous fituation, 
expreflcd the uwiioft horror and aftoniflx- 
nient j and in language rude .and unre- 
fined, yet fuch as denoted an honed and a 
tender affedion, attempted to rcmonftrate 
againft fuch a perilous defign. I fhewed 
' him gold ; but this had no efFeft. 1 then 
• drew my fword, and threatened him with 
' the utmoft fcTcrity of vengeance, unlcfs 
^ he inftantly obeyed my command. Terror 
^ feemcd to have a greater influence than 
^ entreaties or promifcs. He changed his 
^ courfe and called on me to follow. Thus 

• direacd, 



46 LONGSWORD, 

* direded) I eagerly tx)ok the path whfch 

* I fuppofed would lead me to my friend ; 

* filled with the high thoughts of obtaining 

* his freedom by a free refignation of my 

* own. But after Jong traverfing the gloomy 
^ and tedious way, I found too late that 

* either fear and darknefs had milled my 
' conduftor, or that lie had purpofely de- 

* ceived my expeftations ; for when the 
"^ dawn began to appear, we found ourfelves 

* fuddenly prevented from all farther pro- 

* grefs by a deep and rapid current. The 

* peafant trembled : but I had no power 

* (however irritated) to punifh his error, 

* or his miftaken tendernefs. Exhaufted as 

* I was, with fatigue and inward agitation, 

* my arm with difficufty took the cafque 

* from my forehead- I dipped it in the 

* ftream, arKi drank ticeply ; thenrefigning 

* my feeble limbs to the dank ground, in- 

* fenfible of all danger, and indifferent to 

3 ' my 
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* my fate, I funk into a profound flcfpy 

* nor .did I awaken till the meridian fuw 

* flarfl^ upon mc wich it's beams and 

* roufed me by the full force of their heat 

* and brightnefs. I called on the pcafant ; 

* hut he had deferted me, 1 arore, and 

* wandered llowly along the banks of the 

* rivor, without purpofe or dircdVion' : and 
f fo freely did I indulge the wandering of 

* my thoughts, fo far. was I Joft to recol- 
•..ledion, that I never once perceived the 
•' found* of approaching feet, till I was cn^ 
^ compaflTed by Hx armed men, who proved j^ 

* a9%tR: once fuppofed, the guards of Count 

* MaMeon, — But, my friend, why fhould 

* I abufe thy indulgence, 1^ this nnnute 
•• detail ? Night (teals &fl: from us. Let 

* rae not forget what thy age demands.* 

* No^ replied Randolph, think not of me; 

* my foul is all attention to the misfortunes 

* of my leader. liafte and give ■ to my 

* impa-' 
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^ that, ode ^ diem had rA(h|y ^ifcoverc^y 

* that the Lord of Salifbur]r» thpif Jisader/ 

* was ftiH in the Idcof Rhe ! Thi* mftindy 

* kindled up a flame of paffion id-hbibreaft; 

* He afl^Aed to regard the talc of their 

* diftref^ as vain and fiiSBdous ; andcxpnP 

* fed ftrong. apprehenfiohs of a cenfprrae/ 

* formed by his enemies in concert with his 

* officer to feizfe the ifland. In this fuddcn 

* and Violent fit of rage, he had conimaiid- 

* ed Les Roches to prilbh, and ordered i 

* ftria guard to watch round the coaft. 

* The Frenchman, confcious of his own in- 

* nocence, exclaimed loudly againft the fc- 

* verity of his commander; mentioned the 

* inconfiderable nunniber of the EngKflMTicn 

* that had appeared, and enlarged on the 
« unreafonable nature of the Count's fuf- 

* picions. He demanded to know, >fany 

* man had diared to accuft bim ; if he hlad 
^ an accufcr, he defied him to the lilbi and 

* ofiered 
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« ■ '©flfertd to pfoVe his falfchood and his own 

• loyalty in fingle coMbit, Yet with t^hat: 
^ refcire fa ever thefe (bldifers (poke 6f their 

• commander, 1 learned clearly that hisfe- 

• monftranccs had not fo great an efFefl: on 

• Count Savoufe, as the power and influ- 

• cnce of Les Roches, who thb* he fought 
» under his ccttimatid, had himfdlf a nu- 
« fticrous and formidable body of feudatory 
« vaflafe, that attended him in arms, and 
^ were attached to their Chief with an ar- 

• dent and invariable affeftion. It appear- 

• cd plainly, that fear (for cruel natures 

• are mod acceffibleto fear) had dttermined 

• the imperious Count to releafe my friend, 

• when the firft fudden paffion of rage had 

• ibmtewhat abated, and no appearance c/ 

• danger had been difcovered. My guards 

• informed mc ftill farther, that on this very 

• morning, Mal-leon had repented of his 

• lenity i and that his apprehenfions were 

E 2 * again 
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^ again awakened, as he had received in* 

* formation that on that part of the Ihore 
^ which looks toward the main land of 
« France, another veffel had been difcover- 
^ ed hovering about the ifland, with an ap- 
^ pearance which fully warranted fufpicion. 

* I readily concluded that this was no other 

* than the veflel in which my ranfomed 
^ friends had embarked, and which ft'dl lay 
« off the (hore in hopes of receiving mci 
« But without difcoveririg this, I contented 

* myfelf with earneftly difavowing, in gc- 
^ neral, all intentions of an holtile naturoj 
^ nor could I fpeak of the mean fears and 

* infolent feverity of Mal-lcon but with a 
^ warm and paflionate indignation. But 

* here our conference was interrupted by the 

* arrival of another body, who came, as 

* they faid, to take charge of me, anddif^ 

* miffed the others from their attendance. 
*'I now cxpedled to be led in triumph to 

' tbe 
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* the prefence of my enemy, but fbon 

* karned that I was to continue for fome 

* time in my prefent fituation. At this I 

* ventured to exprefs fome furprize. But 
^ the looks and words of fullen gloom and 
^ morofenefs which thefe my new guard) 
^ aflumed, obliged me to furprefs all far- 

* ther enquiries. I fubmitted patiendy to 
i my fate. I was di&rmed, and confined 
< in the cottage under the care of two fol- 

* diers who feemed to command the party, 

* the reft of which they had difpofed at 
' fome diflance, in different lituations, to 

* watch all approaches that might threaten 

* refcue. 

* Night advanced upon us, and I was 

* left to my rcpofe : but what repofe ro* 

* mained for a wretch toffed about thro* all 
.< the viciifitudes of danger, toil, and di^ 

E 3 ' &fcf$f 
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^ firefs, by the capricious cruelty of for- 

^ tune ? A thoufand thoughts and a thou- 

* fand pallions encountered each other in 

* rpy dift railed breaft. I threw n>yfelf 

* upon my hard and homely couch ; and 

* ftartcd up by tiirns; like the feverifh 

* wretch, inceflantly changing, -in fruit- 
^ lefs fearch of eafc. Nature feemed to 

* lowr upon me, and to thunder terror into 

* my afFrijjhted ears : the loud ftorm and 

* the roaring torrent broke in upon the 

* filence of night, and made darknefi 
> doubly dreadful. How did I then accufe 

* the flow and indolent advances of time, 

* that tortured me with cruel delay? 
^ Oftentimes did I endeavour to compofe 

* my troubled thoughts ; and as often did 

* the terrors of the night awaken my dif- 

* tradlions. Watchful and difordered as I 

* was, my- foul was foon tortured with a 

« new 



Earl of S A L I S B U R Y. 55 

* new and terrible alarm. It was now the 
^ dead midnight hour : on that fide where 

* my chamber looked down upon the 
.* troubled river, I plainly heard my two 

* guards in dreadful conference,encouraging 

* each other to the horrid purpofe of muB- 

* dcr. ' It is now, faid one, the very mo- 

* ment of execution •, he fleeps : take you 

* this dagger, and let us enter : when we 

* have difpatcbed this Engli/hman, my or- 
^ ders are to plunge his body in the river, 
^ that it may be thought he has efcaped : 

* obfcrve me well : and be affured of the 

* favour of our Count. The dagger is the 

* laft rcfourcc. No blood if pofl5ble : our 

* firft attempt muft be by ftrangling.* 
« ~— .Accurfed wretch !* cried Randolph, 
with a fudden and violent interruption : 

what was the crime of Sali(bury ? Is fu- 

* perior worth fo odious and infupportable ? 
« Can envy prove fo bloody ?' — 'Often- 

E 4 * times. 



,c 
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^ times, faid Lord William, have I ijbdl 

• death loading the fields of war with fright- 
> fill carnage : and never did my foul (farink 
' at his approach : 1)Ut now when he ^ 
^ peared in the form of a calm and delibe* 

* rate aflaffin, I at once loft all firmnefs, 

• The cold dew iflucd from every pore ; 1 

* commended myfelf to heaven ; and lay 
^ entranced in difmay. A- hideous interval 

• of fufpence fucceeded, for the murderers 

* had not yet appeared. The torture of 

• this delay was even worfe than death. To 

* this I had refigned myfelf, or even wifhed 

• to receive it. Still I lay in ftupid expec- 

* tation of the fatal mefiengers of death ; 
^ and ftill their horrid deed was fufpended. 

* A fudden and violent tumult recalled my 

* dying fenfes, the noife grew nearer and 

• louder. I ftarted at the clafli of arms : 

• I heard a groan. The crowd preft in 
^ upcrn me, and I faw Les RocheSy my kind 

* P^* 
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preferver, his eyes darting rage, and his 
weapon reeking with flaughter, * There 
lies the wretch, faid he, who dared to 
lift his fword ag^nft my approach/ I 
threw myfelf into his bloody arms ; in a 
rapturous extacy of joy and gratitude^ 
and juft found breath to exclaim. Gra- 
cious powers! am I then refcued from 
the bafe murderer's arm ?* ' Murder 1 cried 
Les Roches ; for this horrid purpofe then 
wer't thou detained here ! But it is well: 
there wanted but this to confirm thofe 
brave fpirits, who feel and will revenge 
our wrongs. No prifoner now ! No con- 
cealed fugitive ! Lord William Ihall con- 
front hi^ enemy i and take his free 
courfe, undaunted and uncontrouled in 
the fair face of day ; and fcorn the malice 
of thb injurious Count. But hafte-— 
^d let us join our friends.' 

• I obeyed 
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* I obeyed the joyful fumitions ; but 

* firfl: fearched for my armour, which the 

* guards, whofe power was now expired, 
« had taken from me. The attendants of 

* Les Roches buckled on my harnefs, and 

* I once more grafped my fword. I iflbed 

* forth as if reftored from the grave, ac- 

* companied by Les Roches and his com- 

* panions, leading away my guards whom 
^ they had overpowered. And fcarcely had 
« we meafured out the diftance of an ar- 
« row's flight, when we defcried a gallant 

* troop niarching towards us, who raifed a 

* fliout of triumph at our approach, and 
« received us with the joy of brethren and 
^ aflbciates. I expreifled my furprize, but 

* was foon taught the reafon of this appear- 

* ance, and the caufe of my furprizing 

* change of fortune. I now learned that 

* Mal-leon, like the unlkilful foldier who 

* by the force of his own ill-dircfted blow 

• is 
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^ is oftentimes tumbled to the ground, was 

* defeated in the purpofcs of his malice, by 
' the blind and furious impetuofity of that 

* very malice. In his firft rage of difap- 
^ pointed revenge, he had injured and in- 

* fulted a brave chief; who had ranged 
^ his numerous adherents under the banners 

* of this proud Count, and given their 

* fwords to fupport his power. The gentle 

* manners of Les Roches had ever com* 

* manded the affcdions of his adherentSt 
'^ and now, when they faw their chief thrufl: 

* into the vile dungeon, in contempt of all 

* his former fervices ; and for no crime, 

* but the fufpicion of having fpared an 
^ helplefsTwanderer, their mutiny, like the 
*• noife of diftant thunder, tho' not violent, 

* was yet terrible -, and ftruck the car with 

* the threatenings of an approaching ftorm. 

* Mal-leon quickly perceived the danger, 
f and endeavoured to correA his hafty error, 

2 . •by 
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* by relcafing Lcs Roches from his capti- 
^ vity. But little did this ungracious coix- 

* defccnfion allay the ferment of his vzEEaHU, 

* little did their chief regard this extorted 

* ad of juftice, as the reparation due to his 

* injured honour, and little did it allay the 
■ ardor of his afFeftion and foUicitude for 

* the man he now called his friend. It was 

* his firft care to employ the liberty he had 

* regained, in my proteftion; and with a 

* few chofen followers he inftantly haftened 

* to the fhore whither he had dircfted the 

* faithful pcafant to conduft me. But 

* Salifbury was not to be found. Yet ftiU 

* flattered with the hopes that my fpeed had 

* prevented him, and that I had already 
' embarqued, he returned with his atten- 

* dants, to whom he diftinftly related our 

* .firfl: encounter in the ifland, and his cares 
' to defend me from the malice of my rival. 

* They were taught to love mc, to pity my 

4 * fortunes. 
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* fortunes, and to rejoice in my fuppofed 

* cfcapc. The infeftion fpread among 
« their aflbciatcs, I became the general ob- 

* jcft of their difcourie 5 when fuddcnly, 

* the peaiant who had fled from me in 
« wild affright, to inform his matter of my 

* fituation, arrived and acquainted them, 

* that, amidft all my dangers, 1 had obfti- 

* nately refblved not to abandon my friend^ 
^ but to fhare his fortune ; in deipite of all 

* the power and cruelty of Mal-Ieon* 
« Scarcely had he informed them of his 

* own error, and the place where he had 
« left me, when the news arrived of my 

* being feized, and detained until the Count 

* hiight declare his pleafure. Not the flafli- 

* ing lightening when it has broken in upotv 

* a forcft of our ftately oaks, ever raifcd a 
' more fuddcn and violent conflagration, 

* than thefe accounts kindled in the minds 

* of the brave foldiers of Les Roches. It 
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* was at once refolved for ever to abandbit 
< the fervice of a tyrannical and revengeful 

* Lord, and to refcue me from his oppltf* 

* five power. But their Chief wifely ia- 

* boured to temper and allay the vio* 

* lence which threatened to defeat it's owa 

* purpofe. By his perfuafion it was deterr 

* mined to aft with fecrecy and caution : 

* to wait untill darknefs might conceal their 

* motions, and to chufe the dead hour of 

* midnight, to furprize my guards, and. to 

* ihatch me from the cruel malice of my 

* enemy. Eternal goodnefs ! that direfted 
^ their hearts, and guided their fteps, be 

* witnefs for me, with what gratitude! re- 

* ceived my miraculous prefervation ! Nq 

* longer the helptcfs viftim of fell- revenge, 
^ no longer crouching under the ruthlefs 

* arm of a ruffian, I felt my affliftions no 

* more: they vanilhed like a frightful 

* dream, which the chearful beams of 

* morning 
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» morning had difllpated. And I now ap- 

* peared as indeed a foldier, erxompaffed 

* by a hardy band, in the gay trim of war, 
' to which the rifing light gave new luftre : 

* ftill farther irritated by the black dcfigrt 

* of muf der ; loudly encouraging me to 

* rely on- their proteftion, and to bid defi- 
*ancc to the ongencroas cruel Count. 
» Nor was this confidence flightly founded; 

* for I learned that by their revolt Mal-Ieon 
f was deprived of a force, which fulli^ 
« cqOdlled all that yet rcmdmed under his 
' comntand. 



SECT. 
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SECT. V* 

f rTT^HEY now marched on, pub* 

* X lickly difclaiming all obedience 

* but to their chief Les Roches ; not as in- 
^ tending hoftilities, but determined to 

* retire from the ifland ; and to demonftratf , 

* the fincerit/ of their declarations, the 
« guards lately overpowered were already 

* freed and courteoufly difmified \ nor was 

* even the furviving ruffian detuned. Count 

* Savoure could not look with unconcera 
^ at fo alarming a defedlion in his troops. 

* All his remaining force was inftantly col- 

* levied, and foon were we confronted by a 

* confiderable body led by the proud Count» 

* that (topped our farther progrefs: and 

* while each party drew up in formidable 

* array, each was poffeffed with anxiety 

* and 
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dnd expeftadon. On our fide, a firm 
refblution to fupport our purpofe to the 
laft, was unalterably fixed in every heart, 
yet with humane concern and generous 
rdudbmce agdnft fliedding the blood of 
countrymen, endeared by natural aflfedi- 
Dn^ and a long focial intercourle. The 
Bttle armies ftood for a while in a ft ate of 
lullen inaction louring upon each other : 
I delay which {eetried to declare that nei- 
ther prefumed Oil any fuperiority, and that 
both e^cpedted, and defired a parly. This 
WZB at length propofed by my friend, 
ind readily accepted. 

« The eommanders ort each fide arf- 
i^nced with a few attendants i and firft 
Nifal-Ieon proudly demanded the feafon 
if this appearance of didoyalty and hof- 
IKty. Les Roches repelled his accufa- 
ion by recOuhdtig die injuries that had 
Vt>u h F . ! hitn 
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* b©?n offcr^ .ff> his jiongur »Bfl in^eg^* 

* dance I urgpd t]|ie up|g]:^c^l.fpturi^ naA^e 
« to his fr«i aivd faithfuV f^y^ a.^. 

* unprovoked ipiprifo^i^wf,. ^d dj5pl|flsd^ 

* that h}s fok puippfe w?? to withdraw. lus, 

* arras from a Lord, who had loaded him 

* with wrcmgs and di^yacc. To .this the, 

* Count replied, that tt^'prcfcnt apoc^-, 

* ance difcpvered clearly the n?ccflity ia^^ 

* the juftic:^ of hi? hXf. ^Pftdu^t ; tiwjCJt, 

* now plainly appealed that L?s Roches, 

* had united with hisQtvpjEnyand.tih^.ewo^, 

* of hi,s country, to t^ar ;ht iftand fisiPj 

* him i and that far frQ(n h^%Ymg;Op|miS(|^ 

* or injured him, nothing but his own 

* miftal^Qn I^Rity, had enable^, ^: ^Ue 

* FreiicJvnpR to pmceqdt ia tbi» trai^^jWMS , 

* defigp.. For tba h^ad, hq refcuj^idr fcem > 

* him the m^n wjj^p. h^ b^^/'ply ftplcDc u^ 
^ his territory^., to CQrr.gpj; bis dependa^ 

* and to -arm them a^^ainft.thcif hQvi yi^i 

. V this 
I 
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•ifcb lie hiA murdcped his officer, who 
^.giattaftitijr ot)poled his unjuft attempt; and 
^ t%yr this he now ftood in ftrms, ready to 
^ facrifice his kihlrnen and countrymen, to 

* the titacherous purpofe of an Englilh- 
^ tMH, Who did not dare to meet him 
•'bravely in the field, but laboured to de- 

* Rrtjy him by the ftcret prtfticcs of ftaud 
«■ knd circumvention. 

' * To this, my friend anfwered with a 

* generous warmth, That as my foul was 

* incapable of a bafe delign, fo my manner 
^ .ofxommg into the ifland plainly removed 
*- all fafpicions of any attempt againft his 

* government : that, caft as I was upon his 

* iliore, helplefs and unattended by any 

* numbers that could create the leaft fear, 
^ ftiy endeavours had folely been exerted to 

* dude his fearch, attd to regain my native 
*' country : that all his own offence had 

F 2 • been 
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Vboen an endeavour, dio' fruitle^, to h^ 
^ vour the fecret retreat of a noble enieaif* 
\ to whom he owed his life and liberty? 
^ nor could he repeat of his grateful effoits^* 
^.when no ranfom was to be accepted^ no» 
\ captivity or reftraint ^as deemed fuflici^ 
\ ently fevere, for a noble, generous, and 
^ unhappy Lord ; when the ruffian had becA 
^ hired to (bed his blood, and in the dead^ 
^ hour of night dared to lift the murderous 
^dagger againll his unofiending, unftf 
*^ pcfting innocence^ 

^ Suipicion, grief and ind^nation now' 
^ ratfed a confuled murmur among, the at-' 
^ tendants of Mal-konj the fame impief' 
^ fipns, together with;th9 ftory of intended 
^ murder, quickly reached their aflbdates' 
*^ and fpread contagioufly thro' their lineft«* 
* While the anguifli of confufion, fliamc, 
^feyenge, and disappointment, turned the 
4 . . ! afpcft 
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f -afpedt of Count Savourc to ghaftly pale. 
* Yetj dreading the efFefts of this difcovery, 
^ he loon endeavoured to affume a look of 
'^ compofure and confcious integrity ; ex- 
'*' claimed loudly againfl: the infamous con- 
^ trivance to deftroy his honour, ^nd ve- 

* hemcntly difavowed • all intentions, but 
^ fuch as were fully warranted by the laws 
*. of honourable war. This declaration 
^ filenced the difordcr in his troops ; whofe 

* honed hearts could not without regret be- 

* lieve their general guilty of fo black' aa 

* attempt :' he warmly repeated his pro- 
^ feflions of ihnocence 5 and called for the 

* foldier faid to be accomplice to him in 
"* whofe bread Les Roches had plunged his 
•fword. This Ready villain how ftood 
•• forth, andaffumed fuch a countenance as 

* cfie£tually concealed his falfehood froni 
^ every homan eye.* In the face of both 
^ the armies, falling upon his knees and 
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^ lifting his eyes towards heaven, be caHed 
^ on every faint to bear witnefs to his mtio- 

< cence, and with horrid imprecations of 
^ the divine wrath, declared, that the only 
^ orders of his Lord had been to trcat their 
^ prifoner with refpe£t and care befitting aa 
^ illuftrious foldier. The constancy and 
^ the fair appearance of ingenuous fincerity 

* which accompanied thele folemn declarft- 
^ tions, failed not of their defired effe^i: : the 
^ troops of Count Mal-leon were 'fired with 
^ indignation, and joyed to find^that their 

* commander had not afted unworthy, of 

* his own and of his country's honour ; they 
^ exprefied a violent and tumultuous rage 

< ag^nft the author of this fuppofed calunv* 
^ ny ; whilft the adherents of the good 

* Les Roches were confounded and abafed. 

* Their eyes were turned upota me, with 
^ fufpicion and cold difiruft ; the boldeft 
^ among them ventured to break out into 

* rude 
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^ ruflfe irtvcftiVcS, and to propofe that I 

* ifebbld be inftahtly delivered up into the 

* h^Wfe' oF thch" brive countryman, whom 
' I had lb bafeljr abuftd by my horrid im- 

* ^fadons. My cntmy cxulced ; my 

* IMfcnd, thb* (till amply (atisficd of my 
^ truth ahd honour, was perplexed and 
^ griived ; and the fate of Salifbury fcemed 
^ tb depend 6n^a finglfe mcJtnertt of tumult 
'-^ andconftlfion'; wheh widi an effort of 

* detpirate neibliltioh i ftepped forth, and 
^ boi^ parties hung upon me with looks of 

* mute fufpence and expeftation, I recoun- 
*' ted plainly and clearly all my adventures, 

* lirice fortune had driven me to this unkind 

* Ihdre ; my departure from the Abbey, 

* with a full intention of refigning myfelf 

* into the power of the Count, in order to 
^ preferve my friend : my being feizcd by 

* the guards, and detained on the fpoc 

* where they had found me, inftead of be- 

F 4 • ing 
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^ ingconduded toprifon, or to tliepre«^ 
^ fence of Mal-leon ; a circumftance full ci 
« fufpicion ! 1 defcrit^d that dreadful night 

* in all it's horrors, when I had been £> 
^ fvonderfuUy delivered from inftant death. 

* And if any doubt remained of my trudi 

* and fince^-ity, I pffer^ to m^c my for 

* Icmn appeal to heaven. There ! faid I» 
^ cading down my gagfr, I am rca4y to 
< prove upon that recr^nt Lord his vile 
^ falfehoods, and to afiert my own innOr 
^ cencC) an^ his dilhonour, in (ingle CQtnbat. 

« Thou haft feen two gallant bands clof- 

' ing with each other; and for a whil? 

^ maintaining the conflifl: in terrible fuf- 

.'* pence, preflcd and receding, recovering 

^ and prefling, by tgms, until one mighty 

* effort determines the fortune of the day, 
' and the whole tumultuous rcutofyan* 

* quiihcd and Vigors, pour ajong the plain. 

! Suci 
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f Such had been the war of paflions ia tbefc 
^ two parties, and fuch was now the forot 

* with which both were hurried away. My 
.* bold challenge was recdved with an uni** 
^ verfal. acclamation by men too zealous 
.^ votaries of warlike glory and honour, to 
f delire, that bafenefs and falfehood (hould 

* be fupportcd or concealed. Shame for- 
, ^ bad the Count to decline this hardy tryal^ 

* and tho' appalled by confcious guilt, he 
^ accepted my defiance. Les Roches, whofc 

. ♦ friendly cares never were diverted from 

• me, demanded an interval of two days 

♦ to reftore my harraflcd mind and body tg 

♦ their native vigour, and to prepare me 

• for the encounter. This could not be re- 
f fufed : the time, the place, and every 
' previous circumftance was foon adjufted 
^ as the laws of arms require ; and each 
^ party dre>y off in filent cxpcdbation of the 

* event, 

^ On 
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* Oh the fecond morning, ^ 1 rtvtiJifccI 

* my late dangers, and indulged the pfckf- 
^ ilig thoughts of my fete being fobii to 
« bfe decided bf &it fait- and hbrtokirSblc 

* chance of alrhs, an officer froni Gdbnt 

* Mal-lton appeared before the place of toy 

* rcfidence and demanded admiffion to 

* Lord Salifbury, I recfeivtd him atc^tn- 
^ panicd by my friend. * Coiint Sawute* 

* faid he, thirftis not for tliy blbod. I't 

* hath been thy define to depart this illand 

* in peace: he commands me to iaciquaint 

* thee that a barque is prepared, and that 

* thou may eft, unoppofed and uhmolettcd, 

* fedfc thy native land : he wiihes tioi to 

* detain thee, nof regards the horiour of 
< vanquifhing Lord William zi the lead 
-^ acceffion to his tcnown.* My eyes darted 

* fidry indignatiort upon this meflengerof 

* abjeft fear. * I defy his power, ftid 

* I, and fcorn his friendfhip. I ftay fiot 

' here 
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^ here by his pcrmiffion, aiid without his 

* permiffion will I depart *rhinks he that 
■* «n EngliHi Lord* will fully his fair fame, 
^ amd meanly ileal away from honourable 

* danger ? Bear back my defiance to the 
'man wlio fhould entertain fo bafe a 

* thought. Tell him I ftiall here wait, and 

* wait with impatience for the dawning of 
^ to morrow.* The officer departed : my 

* friend embraced me with tears of joy, 

* whilft Ifelt my heart chearful and dilated ; 

* and from this overture derived an happy 
^ prefagp of victory, 

^ The morning ofcombat now appeared; 
.^ nor did 1 wait the fummons of. my friends, 
^ but iniparient for the great decifion, I 
' prevented their officious care and ftood 
^ before them in arms, demanding co be 
> cooduftcd to the lifts. Thefe were prc^ 
' pared with every .accufiomed provilion 

* and 
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*.by Les Roch«» was yet kft with fime 
^ itmains of life ; the pcnkntsr bore hini 
< t0 eur boufe for rdkf, and ghoftly com* 

* fort. There he expired ; but not bcftitl 
^> his parting breath had publickly deekre^ 
^the dreadful pi)tpo&*^---^lMi(f t will m)t 
^ wound thy eaire with the horrid recital. 

* Alas! thyiHatfieis buttoo-wdMcnownV 
^ If thon haft yet the fmalleft* remairft of 

* goodnefs, dare riot by this combat to 

* defy the award of heaven : nor longer 

* purfue this Lord with caufelcfi" hatred/ 

* My rival n6w feemcd to ftirinkb^fbit inc, 
*'• into all the meannefi of di%rice, and 
** abjeft bafenefe : whilft nfiy triumph was 
•• more exalted, than the moft fiiccefifol 

* tvcnt of cortibat could have given.- My 

* eyes were lighted tip with i^ignatiooy 
*• but fny heart dilBained reproaches. Whilft' 

* I embrkced the reverend father, and free- 

* fy fabmitted my arms to . his dt^^ion 

^ and 
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andcontroul,angulili, (hame^remorfe, and 

envy feemed to tear the foul of MaHeon 

with their united tortures j tears burft from 

him, not the gentle drops of penitence j 

but tears of vexation, of difappointed and 

dete£i:ed malice. Silent and trembling, he 

feemed irrefolute for fome moments: then, 

in fuUcn and broken accents, he juft forced 

out •, ' I will not — ^ depart — r- 1 will 

not fight with thee — my prifoner — yet I 

, feek no ranfom : retire from this ifland ; 

and hencefonh avoid my fury/ Here a 

' loud fhout prevented my reply. The fol- 

diers of Les Roches, by this time inform^ 

cd of the tidings which the Abbot brought^ 

' and which were no longer fecret, haftened 

' to receive me with their gratulations ^ and 

' whilft they accompanied me to their camp, 

' the bafe Count,, followed by a filent and 

• dejefted party, marched away, and cover- 

' cd his difgraccd head in the receflcs of hb 

' caftlc* 

End of Book L 
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BOOK II. 



SECT. I. 

TT^HE good old Knight could not 

•*" fupprcfi his exultation at the final 

flue of this dangepous contcft. He preft 

be iiand of Lord William with an afTedtio- 

tate warmth, and congratulated him on 

lis vidory over his bafe and treacherous 

be, a yiftory much joaore compleat, much 

nore mortifying to his Jival, than could 

ofllbly iiave been acquired by arms. But 

lie Earl foon reftraiqed Jiis joy, by ac- 

uainting him chat this event did not put 

n end to his daogprs. JEUndolph onoe 

aore compel hunlclf intfi n grave and 

Vol. I. G earneft 
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eameft attention, and Lord William th\] 
refuoied the llory of his fortunes^ 

• To retire frona this odiows fcenc of m 

* calamity was now the great purpofe upc 

* which my foul was fixed. I had Icifu; 

• to indulge my wilhes to rc]gain my friend 
^ my country and my wife i and earneftl 

• entreated Les Roches to crown aU h 

• goodnefs by ^edily recalling my coui 

* try men, and providing a vefleJ to conv« 

• us to the Englilh Ihore. He exprcffi 

* his forprize and concern at this requeft, I 

• urged the danger of attempting arctui 

• without a force liifficient to defend n 

* againft an enemy who could not be 
'• ftranger to fuch a defign, and who 

• deadly hate muft prompt him to ant 
;• me rn my pafl&ge. ^ No, my fricm 

* laid he, attend us mto France. South < 

* the city of Poifticrs my caftle lies : at n 

' ' * ir 
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• inconvenient diftance from the coaft. 

• 1 hither permit me to condufl: thee : and 

• thence with a retinue befitting his great- 
^ nefsy (hall Earl William be attended in 

honour and fecurity to England/ 

^ The apprehcnfions of falling once more 
into the hands of malice and infolent re- 
venge, prevailed over my impatience, 
and determined me to embrace this 
friendly counfel. A few chofen followers 
. were difpatched to Rochelle, where my 
countrymen lay in anxious expectation of 
their leader, who informed them of our 
fortunes, and after an interval of feme 
days returned with all conveniences for 
tranfporting the forces of Lcs Roches. 
Our embarkation wore a gay and gallant 
aipedb, conducted with chearfulnefs and 
zeal, without fear of danger or controuK 
The laft veficl had nowreccivedmy friend 
G 2 * and 
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^ and me, and was on the pcnnt of leavkig 

• the fliorc ; when we difcovered a foldiei 

* haftening down towards us, and with 

• extended arms entreating to be recdvcd* 
^ We demanded his name^ and the i^afoil. 

• of his extraordinary appearanee. * Alas V 

* cried he with diat abafement which m^ks 
^ out csdamky aftd oppitffion; ^ but 

* yefterday the officer of Md-kon, favouyed 

* and honoured by my leader; dow» lh6 

• victim 4>f his wild r^vtnge, unfcft ydut 
^ proteftion fiiall deigA to fliield the unAr* 
« tunate D*^Aumon«.* Hefe our attentioA 
"* was awatened, and I foon dircov«re& 

♦ that he was that meflcnger who the Biwn- 
^ ing before our intended combat had ac^- 

♦ cofted me with thofc o vert u res which ftat 
^ had extorted from Mal-^Ieon. As ht 

* flood upon the beach, widi the paflTienatt 
^ warmth of a fincere and tieeply-pierced 
^ mind, theibidtep dins {proceeded. "^ WbeA 

* inibleo^ 
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f infbknt revenge and cruehy point tlieir 
^ ungenerous fury againft a valiant but un- 
^ fcrtunate tival» what heart muft not be 
^ moy^ ; 4Bid.whac brave Sof\ of w^r can 
^conceal hia indignation ? Let the coward 

< diflemble hia emotions : alas I have not 
^ k^Dtd his yjf tu8) nor know I that mean 
^. ffferve which he calls prudenoe. Lord 
a Satiibury ip the enenpyof Count Savoure^ 
^ but a gallant and ao honourable enemy. 
^ Let me ever emulate his exahed rirtuesy 
« aad ibom the ba& and cruel envy that 
« would oppfefethem* We were foon n^ 
^ ftrangera Vf his forwnes; mi while the 
* 4bjed: mitiions of a proud Lord fupprei|ed 
^ their pity; my thoughcs were not fa 
^ obedient to controul ; they forced their 
^ way boldly: and furpri^ed my fellow 
f foldiers with the moft ardent expreifiont 
f of indignation at the malice of our kii^^ 

< whoTe flatterers tr^ured up t]^ din^ 

G 3 5 gcroua 
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^ gcrops difcourfe, and failed not to con-'' 

* vey it faithfully to his car. Andliow" 

* D*Aumont was marked out for dcftruC-' 

* tion: when rage and vengeance were ready 
^ to ftize me; 1 fled. If my fervices ma/ 

* merit your proteftion, ufc them, and 

* fave mc from ruin. Should Savoure fpare 

* and forgive me ; witnefe, ye holy angels t" 

* this arm fliall never draw it's weapon fof 
« that difhonourable Lord. No ! if I ahr 
^ abandoned, let me wander in difgraceful^ 

* obfcurity, let me feel the hard hand of 

* want and poverty, or let mc die rathcf 
« than be made, perhapsj the minifter of 

* bloody cruelty on fome brave foldier* 

* who hath become odious by his Virtues.' 

* — Dangerous hypocrify ! how exafWy 

* canft thou aflume the faireft femblances 
« of goodnefs ! O why fhould generous and 

* ingenuous minds be more particularly 

* the prey of thine accurfed anifice ? — 

• Wc 
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^ Wc received him without the lead dif- 
< ficulty or fufpicion i and his wiley arts 

* of infinuation not only wrought us to 

* pity, but foon commanded our afFeAions 
f and implicit confidence. On me his at- 
^ tention was perpetually engaged, ever 
^ officious in performing all the little offices 

* which befpoke refpedt and love. His 
^ tears flowed inftantly at the mention of 
^ my misfortunes; his eyes were lighted 

* up with indignation, at the very name of 

* my enemy. If wc fpoke of his cruelty, 

* he trembled ; if of his cowardice, he 

* fmiled with contempt, or frowned with 

* ftern abhorrence. In a word, the ardor of 

* his afFe£tion Teemed not fo much the efiedt 
^ of humanity, as of a long, an intimate 

* and tender friendlhip. Les Roches ad- 

* mired the virtues of this D'Aumont: 

* nor could my heart refufe it*s full rctura 
f of afTedtion and gratitude to fuch exalted 

G 4 ^ goodnefs* 
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* goodncfs. D*Aufnont became our ftknd 

* artd counfcllor : hie" fharcd our thoughts 

* and dircfted our aftions. 



• We were now happily arrived at 
Rochelle, where I embraced my country- 
men, whofe fufpcflceand apprchenfions 
were at length difpelled. Filled with joy 
and gay expcftation§, wt all advaf>ccd 
forward towards the domain of our kind 
proteAor, confident of comfort and fe^ 
curity under hia hofpicable roof. His 
followers, no longer deeming their ftri^ces 
necefiary to their Lord, and impadent to 
revifit their feveral habitation^, feparaced 
in their march ; and left us, not wholly 
unattended, but at the head of an incon- 
fidcrabfc body, when we at length arrived 
fit the caftle of Les Roches. Here we 
had been taught to expefl: the cheerful 
welcome of affcAion 5 and here we now 

' looked 



I 



Eail of S A L I S B U R Y. 89 

looked for joy and congratulation, the 
kind greetings of friends, and the officious 
cares of don)eftics. But alas ! we had 
entered the manfion of forrow. On every 
face iat filent grief and confternation, and 
chilled our fouls with terrible apprehen- 
fioBS* My friend call his eyes round 
with the moft earned Anxiety ; fometimes 
they turned on mt % now on his attendants. 
At length he rulhed precipitately from us, 
and traveried the apartments, as if in 
fearch of fomething particularly dear to 
him. I looked upon D'Aumont, who 
ieemed equally aftoni(hed and equally un- 
informed of the caufe of this ftrange dif- 
order. Some few broken exclamations 
of furprize and foUicitude were all that 
my tongue could utter. Tortured with 
expeftation, and impatience to know the 
work that fortune threatened, I eagerly 
waited the return of my filend^ certain 

* to 
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* to receive the news of fome calamityy but 

* utterly incapable of forming the leafl: con-* 

* jcdure of it's nature, circumftances op 

* extent. Lcs Roches prolonged his ab^ 
^ fence to a tedious and affliding length; 
^ At lad: a domeftic appeared^ and called 

* for D* Aumont ; who, as he departed^ 
^ turned upon me with a look of furprizc 
*. and concern, then vaniflied, and left ipe 

* to all the torture of uncertainty. A thqu^ 

* fand extravagant cOnjeftures did my fancy 

* form, and rejedl by turns. My covmtry-t 
^ men, equally perplexed and agitated^ 
^ gazed on me and on each other in filent 

* aftonilhmcnt, ' Good heaven! what new 

* wonders I for what are we referved!' 
^ Thus did I. exclaim ; and in that moment 

* fome attendants entered, and with court- 

* eous and gentle demeanour inviting us to 

* follow, conduced ns to feveral chambers 
? where refrefliment was provided with ail 

* hofpiuble 
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hofpitable care ; yet in all the filence and 
foleninity of forrow» Thrice did I cflay 
to ipeak my wonder, and as often did 
ftarflipprefs. my voice. Still my friend 
delayed his appearance : but after a tedious 
and diftrafting interval, D'Aumont at 
length ftood before me, with an afpefl: 
which redoubled all that horror which my 
foul had for fome time felt. I eagerly 
enquired about Les Roches ; Alas, faid he, 
I know not what fudden gloom hath 
poffcflcd this Baron. He hath long fince 
departed with a few attendants : on me 
devolves the command of this caftle. I 
am now his officer, and muft implicitly 
obey his orders : and his orders are, that 
the Lord of Sali(bury fhould be enter* 
tainedwith all due honours: a prifoner 
indeed, but a noble prifoner, the rigours 
of his confinement muft be duly allayed, 
by refpeft and careful attention.* I ftartedi 

^ and 
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^ and exclaimed - — * Prifoner ! Confi|ie^ 

* ment ! Explain this wonder.' ^ Suqh, 
^ faid he, are the commands of Les Rocl^s. 

* This chamber muft coment ttyee. Tht 
< guards who are to confine th^ wUhui 
^ thefe bounds are enjoyned the. ftiri^teft 
^ vigilance, yet with due diefcceoqe ^ car^ 
^ to do thee fervice/ * Do I dream ? a?ied U 

* is this real ? is this my hofpit^bl© reccxH 

* tion ?' Then preffin^ thq band of P'Aur 

* mont, whofe dejeded lopks leemed to 

* promife fympathy, and tender i»ty^ I 

* eagerly urged him to gjivi? xnp the whole 
^ (lory of this furprizing change. Again 

* indulging mydiftraftiqnsi 'Is Les Roches 

* fftlfe to me ? faid I. O no^ it cannot be j 

* the good, the tender, the ^eftion^tc 

* Les Roches, my friend, my prcferver? 

* Do not wrong his virtues. It cannot be, 

* Where is he ? why delays he ? O wretch, 

* why doft thou torment my foul with 
^ idl? terrors/ * « ITic 
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• The JFrencbffian appeared violently 
taoved at my difordcr. His tears (for he 
C0uid tomcttand «ears) flowed freely ; his 
Sf^hs were deep and frequent; and his 
voice broken and interrupted : at lengthy 
as if iecolIe£ling fonnre fhare of reafon and 
' calm refledion, 'Unhappy Lord ! faid he^ 
too truly have I declared thy fituation. 
BfUt what h»th nfieved Les Roches to this, ^ 
or for what fortunes Earl William is re- 
fer ved, alas, fe yet a feaet to D'Aumonr. 
Too true it is that fome extraordinary 
event hath called away the Lord of this 
place. Perhaps he hath found it neceflary 
to deliver thee back into the power of 
Mal-leon -, perhaps he hath refcued thee ^ 
from Dhe rage of that proud Count, that 
he may have the glory of difplaying to 
his countryiDen an illuflrious captive woA 
hy himfelf. But I fear his virtue mofl'. 
Yes! it muft be fo. He hath indeed 
^ • prcfervcd 
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• prcfervcd thee from the treacherous at- 

• tempts of bafe envy, but his duty to lus 

* Prince and to his country forbids him to 
' reftore to England the champion that 
^ hath fought her battles agsdnft France. 

* O rigid fcnfe of duty, that thus tca» 

• afunder the bands of nature and friend* 

• fliip. Happy D'Aumont, whofe foul 

* afpires not to fuch high unfeeling virtue ! 
^ who cannot refift the tender foUicitations 

* of pity ! Let me ever indulge the kind 

♦ emotion, uncontrouled by. rigorous fcru- 

♦ pies, or fplendid notions of duty, too 

* fevere and too exalted forhuoianity/ 

* Thefe fuggeftions exadlly anfwcred to 

* his purpofe. My foul was too much 

* difordcred to examine them by the rules 

* of calm deliberate reafon •, and the eroo- 

• tion which he aflumed, increafcd my in- 

• ward tumult, and gave him entire poUcf- 

* fiott 
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♦ fion of my heart. In this fatal moment, 

•> the tcndcrnels, the zeal, the follicicudc, 

• « the fufierings of Les Roches all vanifhcd 
,* fwm my thoughts. I had even forgotten 
, • the confpfion which appeared in his caftle 

^ on our arrival, and his own furprize and 

,* concern. I had forgotten that fome un- 

■* expc£ted event muft have torn him from 

^ me* I imputed his abfence to no other 

• * caufe but the (hame of encountering the 

• * looks and reproaches of a man whom he 

* had betrayed : and all coofufcd an<i 
' • diftradled as I was, refigned myfelf en- 

* tirely to the influence of this new friend, 

* wbofe power was like that of thofe infernal 

* imps who, they fay, command the winds 

* to roar or be ftill, and the waves to fwell 

* or to fubfide, as their wicked purpofes re- 

* quire. As be deprefled or roufed me, I 

* melted into grief, or raged in all the vio- 

* knee 



i 
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* knee of vain and impotent indignatioa. 

* I now confidcrcd myfelf as an hclplcft 

* prey, doomed to inevitable deftru£tioii, 

* furroundcd on all fides by my hunttn, 

* and faully lured to their toils. Nor was 

* D'Aumont at all follicitous to difpei rftj 

* fears. He expatiated on the borfors of 

* a dungeon, on the wretchedncfe of cap- 

* tivity, the cruel tyranny of cxafperatM 

* enemies and rivals, the lofs of fiienfla 
^ and honours ; years of boods^ fycnt in 

* gloomy folitude, in ufelefe inadion ; the 

* gazing curiofity of the bale and ioooble, 

* the infolence and triumphant fcorn of the 

* coward, who had perhaps trembled at my 
•* fword, and fled from my arm in battk : 

* then, as if afraid to dwell upon the terrible 

* idea, he juft hinted at the tears of my 
^ friends, and the iorrows of anhclplcfe 

^ widowed wife, 

^ Haft 
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• Haft thou never heard that the enemy 

* of mankind oftentimes prefcnts (hocking, 

* and frightful phantoms before the eyes 

* of the holy hermit, in order to diftrad: 

* his thoughts and to confound his pur- 

* pofes? Such were the arts by which this 

* Frenchman praftifcd upon my foul. I ftart-r 
^ ed up in a fudden fit of fury ahd extrava- 

* gance. I curfed my ownblindnefs and folly, 

* that had betrayed me into the power of 

* my enemies; and when I had onceefcaped> 

* had feduced me into France, inftead of 

* fleering diredtly for the fhore of England. 
« Then madly fcizing D'Aumont, I thun- 

* dered out terrible execrations on his head, 
^ and wild menaces of vei^eance, as an 
« accomplice in curfed treachery. He 

* trembled ; and with lilent looks and tears 

* fcemed kindly to reproach my unjuft 

* fuipicions : then, in broken and imperfeft 

* words, appeared to ftruggle with his 
Vol. I. H * paffions. 
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* palfipns,- and complained of the wroi^ 
^ done tp his friendlhip, I inftantly mcH^ 
^ into all the tendernefs of grief and ai&c« 
' tioa: aijd ardently embracing the French- 
^man»'I acknowledged my error, and 
^ requeued HU afliftance and council, in 
^ this my . daogqrous iituation. ^ Alas t 
^ faid he, if I imi true ta Saliibury, I muff 
^ betcay . Le$. Roches^ Hard fituationfor 
' the foldier, who owes exa<3: obedienc*e tJ 
^ the di&ates of duty and honour. But 

* too well J feel that my heart is not 
^ iecured. againft the a0auks of pity. 

* Yes, I am thine I and wholly thine f 
^ Here he clafped. me in his arms ; and 

* thus proceeded* I muft deliver thccv 

* and one m0ment'3 delay may*dcprivcmc 
^ of that power. Here we muft not 

* abide. Let us depart together; and 
^ let me fliare thy fortune. Some friends 
^ I have that fliall receive and comfort 
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* thee. I know the way which leads to 

* the coaft, and will conduit thee. 

* Thence may L^ord Salifbury \ foon find 
^ the means of returning to his native 

* country: and thither (for thou wile 

* not leave me to the mercy of our 

* common enemy) (hall D'Aumont at- 

* tend thee. I heard him with eager- 
^ nefs> and implicit confidence. With- 
< out paufe or refieftion I fubmitted to 

* his guidance ; and in that very hour, 

* we both departed froto the caftle/ 



^a SECT. 
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SECT. IL 

« rnr^ HUS had I ralWy ventured forth 
Jl into a wide and unknown fcene 

* of danger ; under the direftion of a falfe 

* guide, whole treachery was foon dif- 
^ covered^ k was night; and the .moon 
^ caft her mild gleam over all the profpcd 

* that lay before us. D'Aumont repeated 

* his affurances of fricndfhip, Ipoke with 

* chearfulnefs and confidence, encouraging 

* me to hope, and to fix my reliance on 
c his fervices. I expefted every inftant ta« 

* be conduced to fome place of retirement 
^ and friendly reception. Sometimes I 

* exprefled my uneafinefs, but ever and 

* anon my guide pradifed his arts of footb- 
*• ing perfuafion, and flattering profeflions, 

* to allay my fears ; thus wc proceeded for 

* fbma 
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^fome hours; at length, in our tedious 

* progrefs, we pafled by the flcirts of a 

* thick foreft, from, whence our ears were 
f firft pierced with Ihrill and lamentable 

* flirieks as if from a female voice^ and 

* inftantly afterwards, there iffucd out a 

* fmall number of armed men, who fur-? 

* rounded us, and demanded our names 
f and quality. My companion, nothing 
1 alarmed at this appeara/ice, mad<; the 

* like enquiries on his part, and learned 

* that they were the foldiers of Chauvigny 

* Lord of Poiftiers. I feek that Lord, 

* faid he ; when one of the foldiers forvey- 
^ ing him attentively, replied, D'Aumont ! 

* — I know thee now ! what from Count 
' MaMeon! I darted at the hideous name» 
^ and turning on my companion, perceived 

* that the blopd had deferted his cheeks, 

* and that he flood in violent agitation. 
' But ere I could exprels my wonder, re- 

H 3 * tiring 
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* tiring a few paces from -me, he cried outj 

♦ TTiere ftands Lord Sali(bury : my purpofe 

♦ was to conduft him to Poidtiers : he is 

• now your prifoner, and let him be quickly 

• conveyed to your Lord. I frood con- 

• founded for a moment at this aftonifhing 

* treachery, then quickly drawipg my 

• fwordi I ran furiwfly upon D'Aumont; 

* nor was it without the utmoft difficulty 

* that the foldicrs reftrained my juft ven- 
geance, overpowered, and difarmed me; 

* then leading me into the wood, we joined 

• fome others of their body, who were ih- 

• tently engaged on a fpe6hicle of pity. 



* A youth who feemed juft riling to 

• manhood, of graceful fbrni, tall of 

* ftature, and with limbs of perfeft fliape, 

• lay forely wounded upon the ground, 
' languid, pale, and bloody. Over him 

* hung One in the habit of a page, younger, 

• and 
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* and ftill more exquifitely beautiful, picrc- 

* ing the air with lamcntatidni, ^d eagerly 

* employed in binding up the wounds of 

* the fallen youth, with locks of comely 

* auburn, torn from a fair tho* dilhevclled 

* head. No fooner had the foldicrs pro- 
'^ clamed my name to their aftociates, than 

* the page, turning upon me with a face 

* which difcovered one of nature's moft 
< lovely productions, fullied and difbrdered 

* by grief, jufl: ejtclaimed ; • O fatal caufc 

* of all my mifery!* then bending down 

* agiain, as if difdainihg attention to any 

* but one favourite objcft, refumed the 

* charitable cares of affifting, and fupport- 

* ing the wounded youth; who by this 
^ time revived from his trance, and caft a 

* tinguid look of love and tendernefs upon 
' his kind companion. * O Jacqueline, faid 

* he, are we tHcn prevented? But thou 
*' haft efcaped the prefent danger. Nor 

H 4 • ftall 
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* ihall force tear me from thee, or time 

* efface thy remembrance/ This was an- 

* fwercd with deep fighs and tender looks 

* which fpoke an affedtion ardentand p(Jwer- 
« fill, tho' controuled by the prefence of 

* ftrangers. Every word and every adlioa 

* increafed my furprize. Utterly unable 

* to conceive how any part of the diftrcfe 

* I now beheld could be imputed to me, 

* I attempted with all courtefy to accoft 
^ the page ; who, on the other hand, had 

* no eyes, no ear, no voice for me. But 

* how was my aftonilhed foul afflifted and 

* confounded, when ope of the foldiers 

* cafu^lly difcovered tliat this page was no 
^ other than a young maiden, and daughter 

* to Les Roches ! Whilft flie was bufily 
^ employed about the wounded youth» and 
< with the affiftance of fome foldiers raifing 

* him from the ground, I turned to D*Au« 

* mont with loQk3 of rage and anjguiih, 

« Wretch! 
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« Wretch! faid I, explain this wonder, 

* Is this the work of thy curfed treachery ? 

* No, proud Lord, replied the falfc French- 

* man. This youth is fon to Count 
^ Chauvigny, whofe prifbner I have made 
^ thee: but were he mipe enemy, 1 am 

* no murderer. Witncfs for me, that' if 

* my nature had been cruel, 1 might have 
^ plunged the dagger into thine own heart. 
^ What though I promifed Mal-leon to 

* ufe all my art to feparate thee from thy 

* proteftor, and to betray thee into the 

* power of the Lord of Poidtiers, yet I 
^ fcqm tho bafe work of blood ! I have 

* ufed my art, and with fucccfs : I have 

* fcrvcd my country and my Chief, to 

* whofe hand the laws of war, and thy 
^ fate conlign thee, and to whom thou 

* ihalt be foon reftored ly his friend 

* Chauvigny. 

• I pre- 
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, * I prepared tb'rctx>rtthis infolcnce, when 

• the foldiers interrupted, and comAianded 
V me to attend thcift to Poifti^rs : whither 

♦ wc now bent our courfe, the wounded 

♦ youth being fupported by the foldiers, 

♦ and followed by the forrowful Jacqueline. 

* But fcarcely had we proceeded a few 
< paces, when another and a larger body of 
^ anxied nncn was difcovered, rufhing pre- 

* cipitately acfofs the plain. My guards 

• nothing doubting but that thefe were 

* fi-iends, took no pains to avoid their ap- 
^ proach. As they poured down upon os, 

• their leader caft his eyes on ine,* and 

* with plain marks of furprize pronounced 
^ my name, ^hen inftantly the whole party 

• fell with the utmoft fury upon my guards; 

* They in vain endeavoured to fupport ad 

* unequal conteft, encouraged by the voice 

* and aftions of D'Aumont, who foughc 
^ with defpcrate rage. Impatient to take 
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"^ a Ihare in this encounter, I fuddcnly 

* fnatched my fword from the foldier who 

* had fcized it, and flew upon my bctrayfr, 

* but ere I could execute my juft ven- 

* geance, his falfe heart was pierced" by ano- 

* ther arm. My guard were at length 

* wholly overpowered : a few lay bleeding ; 

* the reft yielded their arms and were made 

* prifoners, together with the wotinded 

* youth and his fair attendant, almdft ex- 

* piring with terror and aftonifhment. 

• And now I learned from my deliverers 

* fome part of that diftrefs, in which I had 

* involved the good Les Roches, and the 

* danger which I had efcaped. Hear the 
^ ftory, as it was then, and afterwards un- 

* folded, ftill more clearly. The delay of 

* our embarkation from the ifle of Rhc had 

* given the implacable Mal-Ieon an oppor-f 

* tunity of difpatching a meflTenger to 

• Lord 
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* Lord Chauvigny, by whom he accufcd 

* Les Roches of praftices againftbis 

* government, and of wrefting from him 

* a prifoner of fo much confequence as 
' Salifbury, This Lord, fired at the fup- 

* pofed injury bfi^ered to his friend, fcizcd 

* the caftle of Les Roches, with the too 

* common violence of a neighbouring and 
« more powerful Baron; and carried off 

* his only daughter,* as a pledge for .my 

* furrender, if ftill in the hands of Les 

* Roches, or as a means of awakening my 
^ fenfe of honour and gratitude, and thus 

* obliging mp to return, if already difmif- 

* fed. Hence the grief and confufioii rf 
^ the domeftics, at our arrival, and hence, 

* the diforder of my friend : who, dread- 

* ing my impetuofity, and well remember- 

* ing how ralhly I had refolved to deliver 
' myfelf to Count Mal-leon, in order to 

* gain his liberty, determined to conceal 

* from 
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'^ from me the caufe of this diforder, and to 

* try what might be efitftcd by force of 

* arms for the rcfcue of his daughter. 

* D*Aumont, with whom he confuhcd, 

* and to whom he fpoRe his fears of my 

* precipitate generofity, commended his 

* refolution-, and as he prepared for im- 

* mediate departure in order to colled his 

* force, the falfe Frenchman propofed, 
^ that to himfelf fhould be committed the 

* care of preventing me from leaving the 

* caftle, in his abfence. How he abufed 

* this truft, thou haft already heard : but 

* heaven was pleafed to make his treachery 

* themeansofmyprefervation. Cbauvigny 

* who was ftill further informed of our ap- 

* proach, and of the weaknefs of our re- 

* tinue, determined to make himfelf matter 

* both of mine, and of the perfon of my 

* friend : and no fooner had I departed 

* from the caftle, under the conduft of my 

* perfidious 
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* perfidious guide, than it was again feized 
^ by a force detached for that purpofe, 

* whilft another body haftening to fuppprt 
« their aflbciates, accidentally encountered 
^ Les Roches, diiperfed his followers, and 

* were only prevented from feizing him by 

* the defperate valour of my fevqi EngUlh- 

* men, whofe attendance he had requiiied, 

* and who now with difficulty fecured his 

* retreat. A number of his followers thus 

* difperfed, fled with precipitate hafte to* 

* wards their private haunts, for prefent 

* fecurity, and to colleft new force for the 

* deliverance of %h6r chief; and in their 

* flight, proved my deliverers. 

* Th(;y now fubmitted Co my direffion, 

* and invited me to fliare their fortune $ 

* and by my perfuafion they difmiflfed the 

* foldiers of Chauvlgny, together with his. 

* wounded fon. I embraced the youth at 

• bit 
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^ his departurei who feemed confounded 
^ and aihamed at the violence with which 

* his father purlued a ft ranger thus fuperior 

* to revenge. His eyes were turned on 

* Jacqueline, whofe looks and tears expref- 
^ &d all the anguilh of feparation. But 

* t'he daughter of my deareft friend was a 

* treafiire not to be entrufted to the mercy 

* of an enemy ; and Ihe was therefore de- 
« tained however rcluftant. My deliverers, 

* anxious for our fccurity, conveyed us 

* with rapid fpeed to the faftnefs of an high 

* and dreary mountain, where an humble 

* cottage received, and the kind offices of 

* honeft poverty relieved us. And here, 
' this maid, whole beauty created love and 

reverence in the breaft of every beholder^ 

* informed me frcdy of her dangers and 

* dtftrefs. Soon as fhe had beeiv conveyed 

* to the caftle oF Poidtiers, the young^ 
^ Chauvigny already no ftranger to the 

^ charms 



( 
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* charms of Jacqueline, vifitcd the ftir 

* prifoner, and endeavoured to allay hef 

* forrows. Beauty, when diftrefled, is' 

* doubly powerful ; and when pity unites* 

* with love, no heart can refift their im- 

* preffion. This the youth experienced 

* His foul became totally {iibdued ^ nor 

* could he conceal the generous weaknds. 
^ He pleaded, in all the moft affeding ac- 
^ cents of a fincere and ardent paflion : nor 

* did he plead in vain. The maid, too' 

* fufceptible of tendernefs, and too ardcfs 

* to conceal her fenfibility, heard him with 

* indulgence^ approved his worth, nor 

* frowned on his love. Yet ftill a greatnefs 

* and elevation of foul, gave dignity to her 

* female foftnefs. She demanded a ftrong, 

* and to a lover a fcvere, proof of his fincc- 

* rity. Reftorc me to my father, faid flic, 
^ then fpeak thy paflion. He entreated, 

* wept, and conjured ; fhe anfwercd as 

* before: 
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• before : till at lengthy the youth con- 

• fcnted to the painful tafk of approving 
^ his iincerity, by parting with the dear 
^ objeft of his paflion. A habit was pro- 

• vided to" conceal the maid; and at the 

• appointed hour, when guards had been 
^ bribed, and fufpicion lulled to fleep, 

• flie ifflied forth, under the conduft of 

• her lover, and diredlcd her eager ftcps 
« towards her father's caftle. And fatal 

• had been the end of this rafh defign, had 

• not heaven wonderfully interpofed. They 

• had advanced confiderably in their pro* 
••'grefs, filled with gay hopes, and infcn- 

• fible to danger, when fomc lawleft rovers 

• of the night, arretted, and began to rifle 

• them. The young Lord patiently fub- 

• mitttd to their depredations; but alarmed 
^ for his dear companion, and anxious to 

• conceal the fecret of her fex from brutal 

• violence, he called upon them to Ipare 
' tljie page, and with loud denunciations of 

Yoi- 1. I * N^a- 
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* vengeance, wildly aJQTailed the wretcfr* 

* who was preparing to ftrip his Jacquc- 
^ line. A fudden wound laid him on the 

* earth ; the forreft echoed with the lhriek> 

* of the diftradbed maid ; and in that mo-' 
^ ment the foldiers ient in purfuit of them 

* (for their departure was not long con- 

* cealed) happily appeared in view, an^ 

* drove the robbers from their prey. 

SEC T. III. 

* T Adored the prefcrving hand of heaven, 
•^ whofe influence had appeared fo evi* 

* dently in thefe events. The treachery of' 

* D'Aumont in feeking to deftroy me, had 

* opportunely conveyed me from the power 

* of my enemies. The violence and op* 

* jpreflion of Chauvigny, had proved tte . 

* means of fending me deliverers, when 

* fortune fecmed mpft to frown uport me: 

• and 
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^ and of" giving up his own fon to my 

* mercy. I was now at liberty, if an ob- 

* fcure and comfortlcfs retreat could de- 

* fcrve that name: I had delivered an 

* hclplefs maid, the dear child and prc- 

* cious treafure of my friend, from the 

* power of an oppreflbr : I was attended 

* by honeft and faithful followers, refolute 
^ to protedl, and zealous to oblige me: 

* yet ftill my foul was anxious for the 
^ fortune of the kiftd and generous L^^ 

* Roches, whofe virtues feemed to have 

* drawn down ruin upon his injured head. 

* Some emiflaries I fent forth from timo' 

* to time, to learn his fate ; but no intelli- 

* gence of his fuuation could be obtained. 

* His caftle was deferred, his friends dif- 

* pcrfed, he himfelf loft in feme obfcurc 

* retirement with my gallant Englifhmen, 

* or perhaps (lain by the malice of his pur- 

* fuers. The proud Lord of Poi6lier5 

I 2 ' had. 
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* had in the name of his prince (unwarrant- 

* ahly aflumed to fupport his opprcfEon) 
« proclaimed him a traytor ; and denouao- 

* ed death againflr thofe who (hould pre- 
fume to affift him* Such was the rage 
and malice of difappointed.pridc« 

• I joined my tears with thofe of the 
charmiug Jacqueline at thefe afflifting 
tidings. Weeks and months pafled away 
in. the tortures of anxious uncertaint][» 
Tho* carelefs of my own fate, yet I felt 
the tendereft concern for my dear charge ; 
whom I condudted from one retreat to 
another, as the alarm of danger drove us 
forward, or the advice of our followers 
direded. My cares had now taught her 
to love me, as a parent and prefervcr: 
and the magnanimity which fhc difcovcr-* 
ed amidft all her dangers and difficulties, 
commanded my relpedt and admiratiofl^ 

* She 
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* She endured fatigue not only with chear- 

* fulncfs, but joy : and as if from her in- 
'* fant years inured to poverty and hard- 
^ (hips, fhe feemed to have retained no 

* memory of the eafe and foftncfs of pro- 

* fpcrity ; nor did the tear ever ftart from 

* her eye, but at the recolleftion of her 

* father. A courage above her fex, and a 
** furprizing recolleftion and command of 

* thought much beyond her years, never 

* ^nce deferted her, in the moft trying 
*- moments : fo that, whoever beheld her 
^ manly garb, and obferved her determined 

* fpirit, muft have fuppofed that I was at- 
'* fended by a youth, not yet initiated in 

* arms, but eagerly ambitious to become 

* a foldicr, and impatient to enter on the 
^ courfe of gallant adtion and renown. 
^ She it was who firft propofed the defign 

* of quitting thefe ignoble retreats, and 
^ endeavouring to find her father, eow, 

I 3 * when ^ 
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* when time had abated the ardor of our 
f enemy's purfuit; and ihe too fugg^cd 

* the difguife which effeftually concealed 

* us from jealoufy and malice. By tW 
^ afliftance of our faithful adherents, the 
^ habit of a Palmer was provided for each : 

* and thus accoutercd, we ventured forth 

* from our retreat ; I, the father ; (he, 
^ the blooming fon ; whilft a few zealous 
^ and humble friends, themfelves difguifed, 

* watched our fteps at fome diftance, and 
^ waited to repel our dangers. Long time 

* we journeyed on, and often were wc in- 

* debted to the kind offices of charity, un- 

* difcovered and unfufpeded. Oftentimes 
< have I gratified the curious peafant, whofc 

* hofpitable door was opened for our re- 
^ ception, with the recital of hardy deeds 

* atchievpd by his noble countrymen whca 
^ the chriftian powers united againft the 

* infidel : and gftentimes have I repeated 

1 mf 



Earl of SALISBURY. 119 

* my talc, to gain his confidence, and to 
^ lead him to fomc difcovcries that might 
^ dircdl me to my friend. But never could 

5* we receive the lead information ofLes 

* Roches, or of his fortunes. Oblivion 
' fcemed to have involved him in her 

. ^ gloomy (hades, deferted, abandoned, and 

^ forgotten by his unkind, ungrateful coun- 

. < trymcn ; yet ever and anon, the remem-.jl 

. « brance of his goodnefs, and the thought " 

^ *. of thofc calamities in which I had invol- 

« ved him, recurred to torment my foul : 

^ nor was the melancholy idea ever abfent 

* from the mind of Jacqueline* 

. * Our excurfions were prolonged to a 
^ tedious and oppreffing length. Some- 

* times the heavy hand of fatigue and 

* languor preffcd fore upon my dear com- 
^ paniqn, and called for all my care and 
i -tcnderncfs : and thefc were again amply 

I 4 1 jcpaid. 
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* repaid, when the violeat and complicated 

* griefs that preyed upon my heart threaten* 

* ed me with fome heavy malady. Thus 

* wandering on, and wearied in a fruitlcfs 
^ fearch, chance rather than our own dc* 
^ termination led us to the fea coaft, where 

* the wide extended fcepe difplayed before 

* me, awakened all mj eager wiflies to re* 

* vifit England. Oftentimes did I call my 

* eyes forward towards that feat of honour 
^ and fecurity, and as oft, did they turn 
< back on France, as if in fearch of my 
^ dear and injured friend. Not my own 

* fortunes only were now the objeft of mf 

* thoughts: Jacqueline, the child of my 
^ preferver, the partner x>f his forrows and 
« his fuflferings, di^manded a ffaare in mf 

* foUidtude. I had ftill gold to bribe the^ 

* failor to convey us to a harbaar of ia&ty.. 
^ I could not bear the thought of leavia^ 
^ this precious pledge of friendfhip to the^ 

♦ care 
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^ care of poor and hclplcfs followers; and 
' yet my foul was pained, when I made an 
^ effort to perfuade her to feek refuge in an 

* unknown country, and to refign her laft 

* faint hopes of embracing a beloved pa- 

* rent. Here all my addrefs was empldy- 

* ed, and every flattering fuggeftion urged 

* to quiet her anxiety. All our difap- 
^ pointed enquiries I converted into argu- 

* ments of the caution and vigilance of 
^ Les Roches, which muft have effedhirily 
^ concealed him from the malice of his 

* purfuers. I fpoke of my own influence 

* in the Englifli court, of the military 
^ power I could command : and conjured 

* her to reft affured that nothing was 
^ wanting for his protedlion but my ap* 
*- pearance in England : that there I could 

* command authority and power fufHcient 
< to fupport his rights, and redrefs his in- 

* juries. Her great foul was animated 

« with 
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* with new vigour and refolution at the 

* thoughts of redrefs : and with a firmncfs 
f which would have done honour to the 

* bolder fex, Ihe freely conlented to fub- 

* mic to my dh-e£lion, and declared her- 

* felf ready to attend me. 

* Our two followers, whofe unwearied 

* zeal had not yet loft: fight of us, were 

* now employed to procure a vefiel to 

* convey us from the land of danger and 

* oppreffion : as two pilgrims, engaged by 
^ folemn vows to vifit the lately erefted 

* (hrine of St. Thomas of Canterbury; 

* the fame of which had not been con- 

* fined to England. Some days paft in 

* expeftation of their fuccefs, an interval 

* which was employed in comforting my 

* fair charge, and confirming her refolu- 

* tion. On the morning of a vernal day, 
**we wandered forth from the charitable 

^ ^ cottAge^ 



t 
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* cottage, that lately had received us, 

* to indulge our gentle conference without 
fear or controul. The fun was climbing 

* to his meridian height, and warned us to 

* repofe under the (hade of a deeply rifing 

* hill, whofe trees nodded over us, anj 

* embrowned the neighbouring plain. 

* Here we had not long reclined, when 

* the noife of jocund mirth ftruck our ears, 

* and called ogr attention to two travellers, 

* who lay at fome diftance, fharing their 

* friendly meal. 1 darted, and liftened to 

* the well known founds ^ I heard my 

* own native lays, fweetly rchearfing the 
^ renowned deeds of Arthur valiant prince, 

* the antient wars of Ambrofe the Armoric 

* knight, and the triumphs of Britifli 

* valour. I melted into tears, (fuch are 

* the tender emotions which the love of 
^ country raifes in our breads) then ru(h- 
^ ing impctuogfly towards the travellers, 

t I gazed' 
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* I gazed on them with aftoniftiment*, 

* they fprung from the ground, no Icfs 
< furprized, and I embraced two of my 

* dear countrythen, and late companions. 
' They furveyed me with joy and wonder, 

* they acquainted me that their fellows 

* were at hand; they aflced by what 

* miracle I had been prcferved ; but I at 

* once ftoppcd their enquiries by dcmand- 

* ihg to know the fete of Les Roches. 

* Their cold and jnournful looks at the 
^ mention of this name, chilled the blood 
^ of Jacqueline, who had by this time 

* joyned us. * Say, faid flie, in breatWefs 
^ agitation, when, how, where did Les 

* Roches perifh ? Could not his followers 

* defend him ? Or did they defert him ? 

* Perfidious men! Where were their coward 

* fwords, when the malice of his perfecu- 

* tors tore his poor helplels body ? No 

* faithful friend to defend him ? No chari- 

* tabic 
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table hand to clofe bis dying eyes V Here 
a flood of tears broke forth, while my 
countrymea wondered at her emotion r 
and eager to remove iKr fufpicions de-* 
dared, that Les Roches had wanted 
neither fidelity nor courage to defend 
him. * Lives he ? cried the rnaid 5 where ? 
lead me to him!* And again lefigned 
herfelf to forrow, when the EnglUh- 
men declared that they were ftrangers 
to his fate, nor knew his place of re- 
fidence if yet alive, 1 interpofcd to 
moderate her pallion 1 then turning to 
my friends, demanded the full relation 
' of their fortunes, (ince treachery and 
^ oppreflion had laft torn us from eacb 
' other. 

* They had been perfuaded, (as I now 

^ learned) that I mult have been feized 

^ in the caftie, and that 1 now lay under 

^ * the 
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* the fevcre oppreflion of captivity^; af 

* Les Roches had inflantly acquainted 

* them with the fecret of his daughter's 
« being conveyed to Poiftiers, with his 

* apprehenfions of my precipitate zeal, 
« and the mcafures he had taken to pre- 

* vent any ralh purpofes of throwing 

* myfclf into the hands of my purfuersw 
^ They had attended him in his fudden 

* excurfion to coUeft his forces, and in 

* the gallant adt of defending him, the/ 

* had been particularly animated by Fitz- 

* Alan, the man whole inconfiderate error 
' had firft difclofed my name in the ifle 
' of Rhe, and who now fought with ne- 

* doubled fury, to attone for his fatal 

* imprudence. He it was who, • when 

* Les Roches lay furrounded and difarmed^ 

* hewed his way thro* unequal numbers, 

* and led the brave Englilhmen to hi^ 

* refeue. They took their eourfc from 

•his 
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* his dire&lon, and conveyed him to the 

* neighbouring hills, where lecret and 

* unvifited retreats received him, and 

* where the vigilance and bravery of his 

* followers guarded againft the approach 

* of fraud and violence. His own country- 

* men, awed by the denunciations of 

* Chauvigny, defcrted their unhappy chief, 

* the helplefs and abandoned viftim of 

* fatigue and want. The woods fupplied 

* his nourifliment ; the naked turf received 

* his devoted head, whilft the fidelity 

* and affedion of his affociates watched 

* his broken flumbers. Long time had 

* they attended him from one retreat 

* to another, thro* a fcries of uniform 

* diftrefs, without any new or extraordinary 

* change of fortune; 'till on one fatal 

* morning, they whofe induftry had been 

* employed in hunting for food, and 

* they who had the charge of watching 

' Aear 
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* near his humble (^ouch, were ftruck with 

* confi!ifk>n and furprize, when they came 

* to feck their leader. He had fuddenly 

* difi^peared, norcould their moft diligcnc 
« enquiries learn his new rcfidence, or in- 

* form them of his fate. And now, im- 
^ patient of their fituation, and deter- 

* mined rather to yield themfelves into the 
^ bands of their enemies^ than to' waft^ 
^ a tedious life in diftrefsfol and ulcl^fs" 

* retirement, they defcended from their' 

* mountains, and boldly adventured into 
^ more known and more frequented' 
' paths. Here they foon found that the 
^ hopelB of regaining England were not 
' yet to be rcfigned. Purfuit and difficulty 
^ had ceafed : they pafled on unnoticed* 
' and unmolefted, and at length gained* 
^ the coaft, where we were now all hap- 

' pily aflembied. 

rxhc 
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* The veffel lay ready to receive us; 
• we enbarqucd with joy ; yet ftill cautious 
' to guard againfl malice and hoftility, 
' I continued my difguife. The winds 
' were long unfavourable ; and frequently 
' were our fouls terrified with the mod 
' alarming menaces of deflruftion. Twice 
' did I embrace my lovely charge, in 
■firm perfuafion that I had taken my laft 
and final farcwel; and that the ap- 
proaching hour muft have configned us 
to one general ruin. Yet ftill the "holy 
faints denied not their protection. Courage 
and vigour unabated, fuccefsfully con^ 
tended againft the angry elements. Har- 
raffed, wafted, and opprelftd with toil, 
we at length gained the cheering profpeft- 
of our dear native ftiore. Here our 
fhattered veffel happily arrived -, and here 
we repofe our wearied limbs under your 
hofpitable protcftion.* 
Vol. L K SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

npHE Earl ceafed; and RandplpHi, 
-^ who had liftcned. with exaft attea-. 
tion, paufed for a moment, in thought-i 
fpl filence, raifed hi^ eyes and handsi 
to heaven, in rapturous ^miration, afid< 
grateful acknowledgement of t;hat ppwer» 
which had hitherto conduced his friend* 
fafely through this variety of peril and 
diftrefs; then freely exclaimed at the 
tnvy of Mal-leon, the tyrrany of Chau-' 
vigny, and the treachery of D'Aumont,' 
with all the zeal of generous indignation 
and abhorrence. His tears confeffcd that 
pity with which he thought on the cnicl- 
fate of Lcs Roches, and infefted tte 
Earl with a tender emotion of grief for 
die misfortunes of his dear friend and. 

protestor. 



Earl of SALISBURY. 131 

proteftor. He had not entertained the 
leaft fufpieion but that his own misfor- 
tunes were now compleariy ended ; that 
any thing more remained, but to repair 
to his caftle, and comfort his folitary 
Countefs ; yet now, when reftored to a 
degree of tranquillity, he again offered at 
fome enquiries on his part, of his houfe, 
his fon and wife, but was inftantly in- 
terrupted by Randolph, who reminded 
him of reft. The night was far fpent: 
fatigue and fleep, which the agitation 
raifed by the recitat of his adventures had 
hitherto repelled, now refumed their 
power, and invaded him with double force. 
He retired, and at laft enjoyed the com- 
fort (to him long unknown) of peaceful 
and fecure repofe. 

Age had madie Randolph watcl\ful. 

He rofc before the dawnj and was foon 

K 2 joined 
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joined by the attendants of Lord William j 
who advanced to greet their hoft, and to 
acknowledge his generous cares. Their 
mutual falutations were cordial, and af- 
fedtionate ; the Engliflimen feemed to have 
forgot their toils : lufty and fpirited they 
ftood 5 accoutered, and prepared to meet 
their leader, earneft to tender their fervices, 
and impatient to accompany his progrefs. 
Nor did they long wait for the appearance 
ef Lord William. He had fprung from 
his couch refrefhed and reftored to life 
and vigour, and now came forth to 
embrace the companions of his labours^ 
and to repeat his congratulations. « My 

* friends,* faid Randolph, * bear with us 

* for a moment. I have fomething which 

* demands the private attention of the 

* Earl. 'Yet no It need not be 

* concealed from you. Your counfcU 

* may affifl: us.* Thus fpcaking, he led 

th; 
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the way towards a private apartment, 
whither he was followed by the Earl 
and his companions, not without fome 
degree of wonder and anxious expeftation. 

Randolph caft his eyes downwards for 
fome moments, and was filent : then turn- 
ing them on Lord William, * For what for- 
« tunes,* faid he, * this Earl is prefcrvcd, 

* I know not : but tranquillity feems yet 

* to be removed to fome diftance from hi3 

* grafp : fomething ftill remains to exercife 

* his fpirit. Raymond, nephew to that 

* Hubert whofe counfels govern our King, 

* now poflefles his caftle. There, and 

* through all it's diftrift, he gpverns with 

* an abfolute fway.* — * What ! cried Salif- 

* bury, is my power expired ! Do I in- 

* deed live ? Or have my rights been for- 

* fcited? Where were ' my friends? 

* Hath my Countefs been ignoniinioufly 

K 3 * driven 
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* driven out by the ufufper ? Is this the 

* reward of my fervices?'—— Randolph 
here rcpreffcd his violence : and demanding 
a calm and patient attention, the Knight 
thus proceeded. 

* Wc all know with what uncontrouled 

* power Hubert rules in the court of Eng- 
' land : how his fubtile arts of inlinuation 

* have penetrated into the inmoft heart of 

* our Henry ; and now direft all it's 

* motions and defigns. Already too dan- 

* gerous, he feeks but to extend his in- 

* fluence and authority, and to heap 
^ wealth and honours on his family and 

* dependents. Thefe are his great pur- 

* pofcs ; and to thefe he lacrifices the rc- 

* putation of his matter, and the welfare 

* of his country. To him was foon con- 

* vcycd the falfe intelligence, that Earl 

* William and his Knights, feparatcd 

8 « from 
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« from our fleet in the tempcftuous tumult, 

* had periflied in the deep. The King 
^ heard the tidings with kind concern, 
^ and paid the juft tribute of forrow to his 

* unhappy kinfman, and brave foldier. 
^ The crafty Hubert aflumed the femblance 

* of grief, whilft his foul was bufy in 

* contriving the means of turning this 

* event to his own interefted purpofes. 

* He feized the eafy and complying mo- 

* xnent, when the King lay moft open to 

* his influence: he rc^prefented the clofe 

* alliance, in which Raymond his good 

. * nephew flood to the illuflrious houfe of 

* Salifl.-)ury : he reminded him, that by 

* the royal bounty, Lord William had 
' obtained the heirefs of that houfe with 
^ her pofl^eflions, and urged that the fame 

* royal bounty ought now to confer this 
' gift on him, whom nature feemed to 
*' point out as the true inheritor. In" a 

K 4 * word> 
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* word, he afked this boon, that Ray- 

* mond fliould be permitted to wed the 

* Countefs, now fuppofed a widow, and 

* to enjoy her ample fortunes and her 

* honours/——* Heavens !* exclaimed the 
Earl, * this man admitted to her bed! 

* Am I fo foon forgotten? What? 

* not a few months of forrow !* — * Think 

* not hardly of the Countefs,' faid Ran- 
dolph j * her dignity of foul' «Yesl' 

cried William again interrupting him, 

* I know it. It cannot be proceed, 

* and give mc all thofe ftrange events/ 
i * The King,* replied Randolph, 

* granted his fuit without difficulty. * Go, 

* faid he, command Raymond to prepare 

* for his departure : let him fummon all 

* his addrefs and eloquence, to prevail 

* upon the gentle Countefs. No eafy con- 

* queft, (he; no common prize! My 

* grace waits on her confcnt.* — * Confent ! 

* im- 
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* impoffible!' cried Salifbury ; when Ran- 
dolph again endeavouring to allay the heat 
of his impatience, earncftly united his 
intreaties with thofe of. the Earl's com- 
panions, and at length obtained a patient 
audience. 

• Raymond/ thus the old Knight pro- 
ceeded, * was not flow to accept this 

* gracious condefcenfion to his wilhes. Sup- 

* ported by the power of Hubert, enriched 

* by his bounty, and attended by the flat- 

* tering followers of his profperity, this 

* Lord foon prepared all neceflaries for a 

* magnificent and (lately progrefs. He left 
' the Englifh court, which now graced the 

* city of Marlborough with it's refidence 

* (for thither the indifpofition of our liege 

* had caufed it to be transferred) and at 

* the head of a gallant troop of Knights, 

* armed, and caparifoncd in all their courtly 

* pride 
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^ pride and fplcndor, and implicitly ofe* 

* dicnt to their leader, he proceeded to- 
-^ wards the caftle of Saliibury. The huriv 
^ blc villagers gazed on this gay troopj 

* with fiirprize and pleafiire, were foori ia^ 

* formed of their purpofe, and foon fpread 

* the ftory through all the neighbouring 
^ land. The Countefs had already learned 

* the melancholy tidings of her Lord ; and 

* indulged her griefs in fccret: when, 

* roufed by the appearance of this retinue^ 
< and nothing fufpeding the purpofe of 

* Raymond, fhe opened her gates wide to 

* his approach, and received him and hiji 

* attendants with all hofpitable rites, be-' 

* fitting her own nobility, and the great- 

* nefs of her guefts. To Raymond ftiff 

* appeared in all the dignity of griefs 

* holding her young fon, a fair copy of 

* her beauty and her forrow. And (if 
*• fame fpcaks truej the charms of the 

' majeftic 



Earl of S A L I S B U R Y. 13^ 

f majcftic mourner, had, in that moment, 

* too powerful an infiuence upon the 

* heart of Raymond. Love came in aid 
*• of his ambition, and inflamed the ardor 

* of his purfuit. With all thofe foothing 

* arts, which courts and their polifhed 

* converfe had bcftowcd, he laboured to 

* difpel her gloom, and cautioufly to in- 

* troduce the great purpofc of his arrival. 

* Long time he fufpended his declaration : 

* (fuchis the controuling power of beauty 

* furrounded by the aweful beams of 
•chafte and graceful dignity) yet in every 

* interview was his paffion confirmed and 
' encreafed. At length (fo have we beea 

' * informed) he fpoke his fuit with humble 

* and anxious hcfitation ; and was received 

* with furprizc and fcornful denial.* 

Whilfl: the Knight thus fpake, a fuc* 
ccffion of violent paflions had diftradled 

the 
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the mind of Lord William. His eyes firft 
cxprefled an earned and tumultuous impa- 
tience. He trembled ; and the blood re- 
tired from his cheeks; then ruflied back 
to refume it's feat, with double force, and 
glowed with fiery indignation. Again, 
hb tender looks declared, with what love 
and gratitude and fympathizing pity, he 
felt the forrows of his beloved Countefs. 
Impatience and anxiety again fucceeded ; 
and when the Knight paufed, his looks had 
grown great, and elevated, and a fudden 
exclamation of triumph broke involuntarily 
fr6m his lips. * What remains/ faid he, 

• but that we now go and refume our au- 

• thority ? What is wanting but our pre- 

• fence to relieve our Countefs from this 

• importunate wooer ? Come, my friends ! 

• let us hafte away. Let us break 

• through that cloud of obfcurity which 

• hath too long concealed us; and'con- 

• found 
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^ found the men who grafp at our rights 

* and honours, with fuch a precipitate and 

* raih prefumption. Shall El a weep, and 

* I delay to comfort her ? Shall proud in- 

* trufion break upon her privacy, and ir- 

* ritate her grief, and do I not fly to re- 

* lieve her ?' ' Beware,' replied the Knight 
with looks of fage and rigid caution, 

* beware of violence ! confult not with thy 
,* paflions. Thy Countcfs hath, I hope, 

* maintained her firmncfs and conftant 

* purpofe to the lad. Should flie 

* but I cannot fear it. 'Yet ftill Ray- 

* mond is in poflefllon of thy caftle ; he 
* ! afts as Lord of thy land and inheritor 

* of thy power. Canft thou behold this 

* ufurpation calm and unmoved ? Truft 

* me, I dread thy impetuous refentment. 

* Raymond is proud and infolent -, Hubert 

* crafty, dark, and revengeful. The in- 

* jurious never can forgive. Shame and 

* difap- 
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* difappointment may drive hkn to deP- 

* peratc refolutions. -Alas^ I cannot 

* Ipeak half my fears/ 

This myfterious language of the Knight, 
who, however he fuppreffed his fear, really 
dreaded a fatal compliance in the Countefs, 
and formed the moft terrible prefagcs of 
broils and blood, kindled up a fudden 
flame in the breaft of Salifbiiry. sHeavens f 
cried he, * if Raymond fliould have 

* already 1 fee the danger of my 

* fituation, But let us quickly feek 

* this invader.* Randolph now feemed to 
condemn his own apprehenfions, which he 
obferved might arife from doubtful or 
miftaken information. His retirement had 
rendered him the more liable to be deceived; 
and defpair of ever feeing the return of his 
friend had made him kfs follicitous in 
Ms enquiries. However, he ftill urgecl 

caution 
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cauti6n and calm procedure. He advifeclk 
that fomc friends fliould be fcnt forward ta 
Ae caflle to declare the approach of Earl 
William. *'lhis/ faid he, * will give an 

* opportunity to Raymond to 4«tirc, 
^' without the Ihame of encountring the 
^ fever ity of hLs afpe£t, who comes to 

* drive him from his ufurped ftate, and 
** without provoking thee to fome rafli 

* deed of ungoverncd paffion. Then fhall 

* we follow J and peace, joy, and conjugal' 

* afFeflion lliall receive thee.' The Earl 
approved his counfel ; and confented to^ 
the defires of his companions, who preffed. 
to be the harbingers of hi3 approach. 
They inftaiitly took their way : whilll 
Randolph difpatched his meffcngers to 
fummon fuch a number of dependants 
as might afford an honourable conduft to 
the Earl, together with the fair Jacque- 
line, who now cair.c foith, not in her 

difguife ; 



T4+ L O N G S W O R D, 

di%uifc; but in a female garb, tho* not 
magnificent, yet better fuited to difplay 
her modeft graces, and to give new luftre 
to her beauty. It was refolved that for a 
few days they fhould continue with the 
hofpitable Knight ; an interval tedious and 
diftradbing to the Earl, whofe mind was 
filled with doubts and fears ; impatient to 
know more than had already been received 
from the imperfeft intelligence of his hoff, 
yet dreading to hear fomething which 
might fatally wound his peace. 



End of Book II. 
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BOOK III. 

SECT. I. 

WHATEVER fadly - boding 
thoughts were entertained by Lord 
William^ little did they correfpond with 
that weight of anguifli, which, by this 
time, had opprefled his wife; in whofe 
caftle, the infolence and cruelty of Ray- 
mond and his creatures had taken their 
lawlefs courfe, free from controul. His 
firft appearance had been courteous and 
gentle, befitting a noble vifitant: nor did 
he difclofe his purpofe till he hacj gained 
the fair opinion of the unfufpeAing coun- 
tefs* Love and wedlock, when firft made 
Vol. I. L his 

I 
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his theme, founded like notes jarring and 
difcordant, to the ear exaftly tuned to har- 
mony : and when he urged his fuit diredly, 
a fudden flood of tears conrclTed her inward 
emotion, fuch tears as indignation and dif- 
dain force from the eyes of diftrefltd 
greatnefs, and high-born pride. Raymond 
fiood amazed : and vain were his repeated 
endeairours to compofe her diforder. Al 
length, her paffions thus found an utter- 
ance : * And dofl: thou know me ? Haft 
« thou ever heard that the greatnefs of foul 

* which hath invariably diftinguiflied my 

* longtrainofmightyanceftry, isloftinmc? 
« —One year hath not yet elapfed, fincc theft 

* arms embraced my honoured lord. But 

* had the grave long fincc received him 5 

* had time dried up my widow's teart, 
.• thinkefl: thou that the widow of a Plan- 

* tagenet — But why talk I thus?— How 

* knowefl: thou ? What officious babbling 

* flavc 
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* flave hath flattered thee with the lying 

* ftory that Lord William lives no longer ; 

* that the great light of England is extin- 

* guiflied, and that Raymond may now 

* rife and fliine ?— It is falfe — I will not 
.* think it. Yet, yet will I hope for his 
> return. Should he find thee here, (and 

* this thy purpofe!) what could defend Lord 

* Raymond from his refentment? ThoU 

* knoweft the mighty fpirit of. Earl Wil- 

* liam. Fly. this moment ; and tempt not 

* thy fate. Nay, never frown ! How 

* would one fingle gUnce of his princely 

* eye confound that haughty confidence ? 

* Know, prefuming lord, that the flighteft 

* probability of his appearance ftiould flrike 

* thee with terror.* Thus faying, fh« 
turned fcornfully away ; lovely even in her 
difdaln ; and fuddenly left her fuitor in 
wonder and confuGon : who, too deeply 
aflfeAed by her beauty» to fubmit to this 

L 2 repulfc, 
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repulfc, foUicited, entreated, and at length 
rather forced, than was admitted to a fe- 
cond interview. Earneftiy did he urge his 
Jove, and with all the gentle eloquence of a 
lincere and ardent paflion. Jiift to the de- 
ferts of Earl William, he acknowledged 
bis high worth, and his own inferior merit: 
but the hopes of his return, he treated A 
defperate and unreafbnable, and exerted all 
his art to banifli from her thoughts the me- 
mory of a man, whom fate had long fincc 
buried in eternal oblivion.—' Behold this 

* boyT faid the Countefs, clafping her 
young fon : ' in him, at leaft, Salilbury ftill 

* lives. And never can his mourning wife 

* refign the dear melancholy remembrance 

* of hisgreatnefs, while this precious pledge 

* of former love, this lively image of a 

* noble and honourable father, remains to 

* footh her forrow: Behold him I fee how 

* all the princely dignity of Willianii al- 

* icady 
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r ready fits difplayed in his youthful front : 
* and wonder not that Ela never can dc- 
f . Icend to any other paflion.* 

Thus obftinate and inexorable, the coun« 
te& ever added fcorn and reproof to her 
denial; infulted the love, and flung the 
pride of Raymond ; v^hofe difgrace was 
ibon no fecret to his attendants. Of thefe, 
the iird, and principal in his confidence^ 
J was a man nurtured in courts ; long prac- 
tifed in the arts of flattery, and the ho- 
mage of dependance ; trained to watch the 
looks, the fmiles, the frowns of a fupe- 
cior, to aid his pleafures, to indulge his 
paflions, to love, to hate, as he dire6led» 
with an obfcquioufiicfs equalled only by the 
infolence and opprefiTion which he dealt out 
with unfeeling feverity to all beneath him. 
Subtle and expert he was in the arts of 
fraud and circumvention; ever attentive to 
L 3 his 
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his own private intereft; patient, perfe-* 
vering, and fagacious in the means of ad- 
vancing it. His name was Grey. To 
him Raymond unbofomed his difordered 
thoughts J lamented his defpifed love, and 
the unrelenting pride of Ela, which threat- 
ened to blaft all his hopes of ambition. 
The flatterer exprefled the utmoft indigna- 
tion ; and as if the refolution of the Coun- 
tefs had been unwarranted and injurious, 
injurious to the honour and dignity of Ray- 
mond, he cenfured him with an artfulTem- 
blance of fincerity and zeal, as if he him- 
felf had been the caufe of his own repulfe: 
He accufed him of indulging the perverfc- 
nefs and pride of this high dame, by the 
humble and abjeft drain of his addreflfes. 
He perfuaded him that in this place he was 
now abfolute lord and inheritor, who fliould 
command, and not entreat, graced as he 
was by the royal favour, and fuppoirtwTby 

thQ 



Eari of S A L I S B U R Y. 151 

the power of Hubert, The flighteft hint 
was more than fufficient to enflame the pride 
of Raymond, He yielded entirely to the 
pleafmg delufion, and already fancied him- 
felf undoubted heir of the houfe of Salif- 
bury, and mafter of its ample domain. 
The conditions on which the king had 
aflentcd to his petition, were totally for* 
gotten : and he now determined to aA agree- 
ably to that high charafter, in which his 
imagination had arrayed him, and to extort 
that compliance to his wifhes, which his 
foUicitations could not obtain. Every thing 
was difpofed at his command ^ and the do- 
medics and inhabitants of the caftle taught 
to acknowledge a new lord. To the Coun- 
tcfs, he afFefted to appear, not as a humble 
lover, but an imperious fovereign mafter. 
Yet, awed by her dignity and beauty, he 
afted this part, not without conftraint and 
ibame ^ and ftili repulfed, and ftill defpi- 
L 4 .fed, 
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fed, he required :all the artifice and fiattcrf 
of Grey, to lupport him in his purpofe. 
Yet, this extraordinary change could not 
fail to akrm the fears of the counteft. 
With furprife and helpkls indignation fhc 
found herfclf the prifoncr of her gueft. 
Her ufual attendants were removed •, and 
new domeftics aflTigned, the creatures of 
her enemy, who performed the due offices 
to her and to her infent fon, not without re- 
fpeft and care, but with fullen filence and 
referve : and all her words and adions were 
free to the obfervation of ftrange and on- 
friendly keepers. If Raymond ventured to 
appear in her prefence, (for ftill he dreaded 
the feverity of her frown) with wild dit 
may, yet with the dignity of injured great- 
nefs, flje demanded an explanation of this 
myfterious conduct : whilft he only urged 
the neceflity of an abfolute compliance with 
his defires, and left her agitated foul to di- 
vine 
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Vine the fatal confequcnces of a rcfufal. 
Sometimes ftic endeavoured to expoftulatc j 
to ipeak ber wrongs boldly, and to menace 
her opprelTors ; but tears never failed to 
betray her inward terror, and to difcover & 
lively fenfe of the weakncfs of her widowed 
ftate. Sometimes fbe called upon Lord 
William, and tormented herfelf with the 
remembrance of the virtues and renown of 
her loft protedlor. Sometimes fhe preft 
her fon with an eager and paiTionate fond-- 
nefs to her heart, and invoked every faint 
in heaven to fave the precious creature. For 
him much more anxious, than for her own 
fate, ihc formed a thoufand vifionary 
fchemes to refcue him from the opprcflbr ; 
which, like fantaftical dreams, vaniflied^ 
and left her to defpair. Raymond, though 
iniblent' and cruel, yet ftill loved the ua- 
happy Countefs -, nor could he behold her 
diftrcfa without fome pangs of remorfe. 
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But his unrelenting minion was ever at 
hand, to condemn and deride his weaknefs, 
(fo he deemed it) and to perfuade him that 
nothing but rigid authority and fevcre re- 
ftraint could prevail upon the high mind of 
£la, and reduce her to what his abandoned 
flattery prefumed to call a reafonable com- 
pliance. Thus was her refolution ftill af- 
iailed, and ftill unconquered. 

But greater trials remained for this un- 
happy lady. Grey, whofe mind was not 
difcompofcd by pafllon, and who thought 
more coolly than his lord, ferioufly refkft- 
cd on the neceflity of forcing the Countefc 
to give her hand to Raymond, in order to 
cftablifli his rightful claim to an inheritance, 
which promifed ample advantages to his 
creatures. And when the profped of riches 
and rewards were prefented to his view, his 

rapacious foul inftantly became deaf to all 

the 



Etrlof SALISBURY, 155 

Ae calls of pity -, nor was one fcntimcpt 
of humanity fuffcred to intrude upon his 
mind. The enamoured Raymond grew 
more and more impatient ; and every hour 
lamented the inflexible fpirit of the Coun- 
tefs, and her unalterable averfion to his 
love. His flatterer ftill wore a face of 
friendly anxiety and concern; and, as if 
he lived only for his lord, fecmedtofeel 
the difappointment as his own misfortune : 
and exprefl!cd that earnefl:nefs for conquer- 
ing this difficulty, with which men gene- 
rally purfue their private interefts, Ray- 
mond was charmed with this fpecious fhew 
of zeal and* fincere affedion. He called 
him friend, guardian, anddiredor; he la- 
viftily promifed wealth and honours ; and 
entreated him to devife fome means of ac- 
complilhing his wifhes. Grey feemed for 
ft Vvhile immerfed in thought : then, as if 
fuddenly rccollefting himfelf, he afliimed z 

look 

i 
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look of confidence and exultation. ^ It 

* cannot be !* thus he exclaimed : * This 

* imperious Countefs cannot for ever prove 

* infenfible to the inviting voice of joy and 

* happinels. She fees thy paffion ; and 

* would enflame it by this affeftcd delay. 

* Or if her haughty foul be really unmoved, 

* fomeihing mull be thought of Ray- 

« mond muft yes, my ever- honoured 

* lord, thou (halt poffefs her. Let me be 

* jfevoured with thy confidence : fubmit to 

* my diredion. For fome days fhun her 

* prefence, for there thy weakncfs is difco- 

* vcrcd. Rely on my fervices ; and let it 

* be my part to prevail upoli hen'— — 

* Go/ faid Raymond ; ' to you and to 

* your coijduat I implicitly refign my hopes. 

* Prevail, and be great as thou canft wilh.* 
——Thus was the afflifted Countefs given 
tip to the bands of infolence and cruelcyt 

without 
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Vrithout bc}p or friend, without counfcl or 
refouroc. 

Inftead of the man whofe arrogance was 
tempered by that reverence and love with 
which her beauty had infpired him, Ela 
faw now before her an unrelenting, unfeel- 
ing vafla! ; in condition, fiich as her foul 
difdained to hold convcrfc with, and in 
temper bafc and brutal. He approached 
her with a rude infenfibifity to her ftate, 
and to her forrows. Inftead of pleading 
the paflion, or the merits of his matter, he 
proudly demanded her compliance; He 
called upon her to confider his power; and 
• her own condition : that ftie was no longer 
miilrefs in this ftately cattle, which, with 
'all its wide extended lands, had devolved 
to Raymond ; now the mafter even of her 
and of her fon -, and that Ihe had only to 
chufe whether to appear as his confort, in 
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all the luftit that riches and royal favoui* 
can beftow, or to wafte her folitary days iq 
grief and abjedl dependance. 

The Countefs, though pierced with for- 
row,, and fenfible of her hclplcfs condition, 
furveyed the rude minion in difdainful ii- 
lence. He repeated his bold remonftranas 5 
yet nothing more could his importunities 
extort than a ftern command to retire from 
her prefence. He obeyed-, but foon re- 
turned, and repeated his odious infolence. 
In that moment her young Ton appeared, 
and flew with eager and fond carefies to his 
mother. At fight of him, (he inftanriy 
forgot her greatnefe : her griefs burft forth 
in a fudden and violent dream. She em- 
braced him with trembling arms : and the 
boy, though unable to conceive the caufe, 
fympathized paffionately with the Countefi* 
The fight was pitiful and affcftingj but 
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the hardened Grey felt only a fhort and tran- 
ficnt furprife. • Is he thus dear !* faid he : 

* know then, that his mother's obftinacy may 

* prove fatal to her Ton. The charge of 

* him now belongs to Raymond. He beft 

* knows how to defeat all future attempts 

* to difpoflefs him of his rights.' The 

Countefs ftarted up in fpeechlefs amaze- 
ment : and Grey turned from her with a 
fullen menace, that henceforward her fon 
fhould be a ftranger to her arms. * Stay I* 
replied the Countefs, pale and trembling 
with terror and virtuous anger 5 ' hear me, 

* cruel man Heavens! is it for this 

* that we are made priibncrs within our own 

* walls J fhut up from fociety and relief ? 

* no accefs for comfort or friendlhip ; no 

* refource, no fupport for our helplefs in- 

* nocence ? And did the bloody purpofc of 

* a murderer lurk beneath his courtly fmilcs, 

* wh?n Lord Raymond firft entered our 

* caftle I 

i 
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* caftic ? And dreads he not vengeance ? 

* Have the friends of William all petiihcd 
« with hiiii ? At leafl: Heaven is our 

* friend ; and will repay the cruel deed. 

* O ! there is a bkfled angel ever ready to 

* prefent the cries of infant innocence be* 
« fore the throne cif juftice, and to implore 

* for vengeance on the arm that hath been 

* lifted a^nft it.— -Seeks he our bve? 

* Miftaken lord ! little doft thou conceive 

* the fatal confcquences of extorting a feign- 

* ed confent, when the heart is ftill eftrang- 

* ed. Cold indifference, diftafte, averfion, 

* and loathing, ever watch round the bridal 

* bed, and fright away all joy and fecial 
^ comforts. Seeks he our pofleffions? 

* — Take them ! enjoy them freely I and let 
^ us retire to fome feat of humble obfcu- 

* rity, where no curious eye fhall ever 

* pierce through our recefs ; where the name 

* of Salilbury was never known or uttered 

« by 
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* by the voice of Fame. There fliall my 

* child labour with the lowly peafant : and 
*. never fliall his mother betray the fecret of 

* his birth. But if his blood muft be the 

* horrid purchafe — O let Raymond fecure 

* his power and riches beyond the reach of . 

* time or fortune. Let me too perifli. 

* Drive not all mercy from your hearts : 

* but fpare me the dreadful fight of my 
« child's blood. No ! let me be made the 

* firll vidtim of your cruelty.* 

Pity and humanity for a moment aflailed 
the ruthlefs heart of Grey j but foon were 
they repelled. He fternly anfwered, that 
ftie and her fon might yet be happy -, thst 
the conditions were eafy and honourable: 
but that difdain and pride were no good 
proofs of a mother's tendernefs : that the 
fortune of this boy was in her power, and 
that, fliould he fuSer, flie herfcif would be 

Vol. I. M the 
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the author of his fufFerings. Then call- 
ing the attendants, he commanded them to 
remove young William. His mother fefl 
upon her knees, ftretching out her trem- 
bling arms in expreffive filence : To her 
bofom the boy fled for refuge from his in- 
fant terrors ; flie rofe, and clafped him to 
her breafl-, devouring the dear objedl with 
eyes of frantic fondnefs. The miniftcrs of 
cruelty relented and hefitated : but Grey fe- 
verely repeated his command. They furrooEh 
ded the diftrafted mother and her weeping 
fon; foon conquered her feeble efforts to de- 
tain him, and tore him from her ftruggling 
grafp. Her fhrieks echoed through the 
caftle, and wounded the affrighted ear : rill 
nature, harafTcd and exhaufted by contend- 
ing with the vafl affliftion, lofl its powers^ 
and the Countefs lay pale and Hfelcfs upon 
the ground. The tumult in her apartment 
had already reached the ear of Raymond, 
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who flew to enquire the caufe, and now 
came to be a witnefs of her diftrefs. He 
foon learned the caufe, and far from ap- 
proving the cruelty of his minion, he re- 
ceived him with frowns and reproof. He 
ordered the female attendants to convey 
their afHided lady to her couch, and with all 
tender cares to recall her dying fenfes. 
Thither he himfclf foon followed, to re- 
ftore her dear fon, and to calm her terrors: 
but Ihe had now no ear for comfort. The 
fever had already feized upon her-, enflamed 
her eye, and raged in her boiling veins. 
Her difordered fancy tormented her with 
killing images of terror ; and his prefence 
added new force to her delirium. Ray- 
mond felt all the violence of love and dif- 
traftion : and Grey flood aghaft. This 
fubtle minion laboured, firft, to appeafe the 
refentment of his lord, and then to give 
him comfort. He himfclf appeared mod 
M 2 folli- 
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follicitsous for the recovery of the countcft, 
although his wicked heart fecretly exulted 
in her prefent danger. Should Ihe live, 
and at length confent to accept of Ray- 
mond for a hufband, his infolence mu(t 
then be remertibcredt and his lord taught to 
deteft the author of her fuflferings. Should 
flie ftill refufe to give her hand to Ray- 
mond, this lord could not long continue 
his oppreflion^ but muft foon refign his ua- 
jufl: pretenfions, and thus dafh all hia own 
hopes of rich rewards. Nay, poflibly his 
condufl: might hereafter meet a fevcre pur 
niflimenf • Thus he reafoned : and regard- 
ed her death as an event highly to be wifli- 
ed. An infant heir might eafily be dif- 
pofcd of, and Raymond invefted with his 
rights without controul or oppofition. Every 
hour flattered his hopes with defperate ac- 
counts of £la and her alarming fituadon. 
His art was cscertcd to the utmoft, to di. 



\ 



Earl of SALISBtlRV. 165 

t'eft the attention of Raymond from her 
diftrefs, to alienate his mind from a woman 
who had prefiimptuoudy infulted his paflions 
and to dazzle him with the gay view of 
thofe fortunes which were now ready to 
crown his wifhes. To inflame the pride of 
this lord, was his artifice and flattery prin- 
cipally direfted. And, when he had warm- 
ed hrs imagination with profpefts of riches 
and magnificence ; when he had worked up 
his ph'ant mind to the due pitch of infolence 
and fiercenefs, he even dared to hint at the 
neceffity of defeating all future claims ; 
and with hardened calmnefs and indifference 
declared, that it mtift be his own care pru- 
dently and fecretly to difpofe of young 
William. Nor did Raymond, in his pre- 
fent temper, hear him with abhorrence or 
emotion, lo fuch inconfiftencies is the 
mind of man hurried by the tyranny of 
pafilons. He had juft exprefled the ten- 
M 3 dcreft 



i66 L O N G S W O R D, 

dcreft pity for the Counteis ; and now, when 
the determined villain had propofed to dc^* 
flroy her infant fon, he ftarted not at the 
horrid counfel, nor refufed his cx)nfcnt. 



SECT. II. 

BUT that pity which pride and intereftcd 
cruelty denied her, Ela now found in 
her own fex. Her principal female attend* 
ant, though the creature of Raymond, 
and by him aj^ointed for her fervicc, had 
long beheld her forrows and maternal fond- 
nefs, with fecret grief and fympathy. She 
had, herfclf, been wife and mother, had 
felt and known their endearments and cares. 
Long had ftie wept in fecret for the afflic- 
tions of her injured lady, and now attend- 
ed on her fick couch, with all the Fond 
zeal and concern, which a woman's diflrefi 

could 
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could excite in the gentle and feeling 
mind of woman. Her afFeftion was now 
undiflembled (for her Lord enjoined the 
moft afliduous care, when the diforder had 
firft feized the Countefs :) and that af- 
fedion was attended with fuccefs, propor- 
tioned to it's ardor and fincerity. Nor 
time nor fatigue could abate her diligence 
and kind attention to a beloved miftrefi, 
who long lay infenfible of her goodnefs, 
ihrinking tinioroufly from the hand that 
prefented relief. At length, however, na- 
ture appeared ftill unconquered in this 
fevere confUdt. Reafon began gradually. 
to regain it's native feat, and the Countels 
was reftored to ibme compofurc. Elinor 
(fo was her attendant called) watched the 
liappy moment when fhe began to furvey 
the objefls round her without di{tra6lion» 
to offer comfort and conlblation. She 
prefented her fon, yflio flood weeping by 
M 4 her 
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her fide, to afliire her of his fecurity ; and 
every office which duty and charity could 
diftate, flie bufily performed, to allay the 
violence of her malady, and to reftorc her 
languid fpirit. The Countefs, touched 
with her goodnefs, repaid her with the 
warmed exprefllons of regard and gratitude. 
Their affcftion was now mutual, and was 
fucceeded by mutual confidence. Thus^ 
even amongfl: it's enemies, did opprefled 
virtue fo far prevail, as to reconcile one 
mind, and to attach one relenting heart, 
to it's injured caufe. Ela every hour 
experienced the happy efFefts of tender 
care. She had recovered fome degree of 
eafe and ftrength : fhe had leifore to rc- 
&c6t upon her danger and difficulties: 
misfortune and folitude had effaced the 
proud thoughts of rank and greatnefs : 
and without refervc fhe opened her foul 
to this attendant; bitterly lamenting the 

fcvcrity 
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feverity of her fate ; who, tho* fhe num- 
bered many and powerful friends, tho* 
her fortune and condition gave her the 
command of a formidable band of vaflals, 
yet by foul treachery was cut off from all 
relief, from all poflibility of complaining, 
or petitioning for deliveranoe, fubjefted to 
the will of infolent and cruel enemies, and 
cxpofed to all the diftrefles of captivity, 
in that very place, where fhe was rightful 
miftrefs : ftrange reward for the fervices 
of her great father, and her noble hufband ! 
The attendant, with ardent prayers, and 
lively efFufions of pity and tendernels, gave 
her fome flight confolation -, but tho* fhe 
felt for her diftrefs, flie feemed incapable 
of devifing any reafonable means of relief, 
Hope, patience, and fuch like terms, 
which found but harflily 'in the ear of. 
affliftion, Ihe repeated with a warm but 
impotent zeal ; flie even ventured to 

hint 
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hint at the expediency of affgming an 
appearance of Icfs feverity to Lord Ray. 
mopd ; of flattering his fond expedtations 
for a while : thus, to axnufe the bufy and 
contriving malice of his creature, to gain 
fome interval of eafe, fonrie happy refpitc 
jfrom perfecution. Time and the interpo- 
fition of heaven might then work wonder- 
fully for her deliverance, ^ut the foul of 
Ela flill retained a dignity fuperior to the 
arts of diflimujation. She darted witli 
abhorrence, at the thought of fuUying her 
bright fame by any fufpicious conduft, 
any femblance of unworthy conddcenfion. 
Her high mind dwelt with more pleafurc 
on the flattering thoughts of redrefs and 
vengeance. She reflefted that the land 
ilill contained many powerful friends to 
her loft hufband, and to her noble houfe; 
fhe hoped that nothing was necefl&ry for 
her deliverance, and for the punifhment of 

her 
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her oppreflbrs, but to inform them of her 
dangerous and diftrefsful ftate, Poffefled 
with thefe thoughts, (he conceived the bold 
defign, of eluding the vigilance of Ray- 

] mond, and of cfcaping to a religious houfe : 
there to take fandtuary with her infant 
fon, from thence to reprefent to the King, 
the cruel infult offered to the memory of 

' his kinfman aj^d faithful foldier, and to 
demand redrefs of his and her own wrongs 

, fi-om the juftice of the throne, and the 
power of her friends. She took no pains 
to conceal thefe fentiments ; but freely 
communicated the defign to Elinor, and 
entreated her afiiftance. She enlarged on 
the power and opportunities of rewarding 
her fidelity, which fuccefs muft give her : 
Ihe laviflily poured out gold and jewels. 
* Go, faid flie, find among the depend- 
ants of this proud Lord, if there be 
courage and humanity in any bread to 

favour 
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favour a virtuous defign. Here are re-* 
wards ! a fmall portion and but an earneft 
of that munificence with which my gra- 
titude "fliall repay the benefit.* The at- 
tendant at firft feemed aftonilhed at the 
boldnefs of the attempt: whilft the Coun- 
tels renewed her foUicitations, a new and 
fiiddcn thought feemed to ftart to life 
within her mind: but before. fte could 
give it utterance, their converfation was 
interrupted ; and Elinor comn^anded to at- 
tend inftantly on Lord Raymond. She 
departed with a look, which aflurcd the 
Countefe of her unalterable attachment; 
but did not entirely difllpate her terrors. 
Thefe were inftantly awakened at the 
alarm of every thing new and unexpeded. 

A long interval of fufpence encreafcd 

her anxiety : at length however the faithful 

attendant returned, and with a chearful 

8 effect. 
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afpcft. * Dcarcft Lady/ faid (he, * the 
^ blefTed faints feem to encourage us to 

* the bold attempt of efcaping from thele 

* walls. Lord Raymond hath appointed 
^ his Knights ;^p make ready in three days 
^ to accQjnnpany him to the neighbouring 

* woods •, there, to purfue the chafe. He 
^ hath enquired of your health : and is 

* perfuadcd that you continue ill at eafe. 

* He hath enjoined the exadteft care and 

* vigilance in his abfence, arid particularly 

* that none be fu|^red to approach your 

* chamber, but Vfi my prefence and by 

* my appointment. The command of 
^''thc caftlc is to be committed to my 
*^ brother : and ftridt ward to be main- 

* tained. But he is no friend to oppref- 

* fion. 1 have already founded, and find 

* him apt to our purpofe.* Ela pafljoiv- 
ately entreated that this man fhould be 
brought beflSre her : but foon rccolk<ain|j 

the 
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the ncceffity of avoiding all fulpicion, Ihc 
contented herfelf with intrufting to Elinor 
the important charge of prevailing on 
him. Into her hands (he earneftly gave 
up all her (lore of wealth : and the good 
attendant prudently and faithfully em- 
ployed fuch part of it as was neceflary to 
confirm the wavering refolution of her 
brother. She prevailed, and returned with 
the pleafing tidings that he had confcnted 
to follow the fortunes of the Countefs, 
and to.feize the approaching occafion to 
convey her and her young fon to any place 
of fafcty. In the mean time ftie advifed 
that Ela fhould (till continue the ap- 
pearance of malady and weaknefs, and 
patiently wait the happy moment of 
her deliverance. The eyes of this lady 
brightened up with joy and pleafure, and 
her bread laboured with the violent emo- 
tions of gratitude. ' Gracious powers !' 
3 ^^^^ 
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(thus her paffions forced their way^ * Is 

• this the vaffal of an unjuft oppreffor? 

• This the agent of tyranny and cruelty ? 

* Say, whence hath thy gentle mannel^ 

* been fo ftrangely affociated with favage 

• pride, and ufurpation ? Whence hath thy 

* goodnefs and afFeftion been cholen by 

* Lord Raymond to minifter to his pur- 

* pofes ? Who art thou, that feelcft my 

• afflidton, and art thus kindly foUicitous^ 

• for my relief ?• The attendant wept, and 
thus returned anfwer to the enquiries of 
the Countefs. 



SECT. 

. 4 
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SECT. III. 

* T T Appier days have I beheld; and 
.* A X better fortune have I experienced, 

* I had a hufband, lady, brave and honefl:: 

* a fon too, trained to arms, and exercifcd 

* in deeds of war. But heaven was 

* pleafed to take them from me.* ^^Hcfc 

her grief broke forth with ft ill greater 
violence, and redoubled the attention of 
the Countefs ; nor did fhe foon recover 
fuch eafe as enabled her to proceed in the 
following manner. 

• Our refidence was in the neighbour- 

* hood of Nottingham, where we lived in 

* peace, removed from tlie cares of great- 

* nefs, and the bitternefs of diftrefs. My 

* huft)and was loving •, Edmund our on^ 

* child, the delight of our eyes, and com- 

. - V fort 
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* fort of our advancing years. Tho* bred 
^ CO arms, he was mild and £entle^ 

* and tho* nurtured in the humble vale of 

* life, he was brave and generous. Even 

* from his infant years, he had conceived 

* an afiefHon for the daughter (Ihe too the 

* only child) of a neighbouring Franklin^ 

* which grew with their ripening, age; 

* nor was condemned or controuled. The 

* fond parents beheld this youthful pair 

* of lovers with fecret joy ; and hoped, 
< in them, to tranfmit their names and 

* little inheritances to fucceeding times* 

* They were betrothed, and but waited 

* for the holy benedidion to crown their 
^ wiflies ; when war and tumult began ta 

* rage in England. John was then our 

* king: he had fubmitted, and was re- 

* conciled to the holy father* He had at- 

* tempted to recover his dominions in 

* France ; but, abandoned by his difcon- 
VoL. I. N ' tented 



< 
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* tented Nobles, lie retwned to his kkig- 
^ dom, full of vexation and rcvcHgc. 

* Ah, Lady ! litde <Jotfc the high-bom 

* Courtier or the powcrfoi Lord ooiioeive 
of that weight of eiifery whkh pyUid 

* diffentionrs heap upon the loWly fiabjeftf 

* The King marched IBce an enemy thro' 

* the land, fpoiling and ravaging the eftatc* 

* of his wayward Barons. He arrived at 

* Nottingham; where my Lord of -Can- 
« terbury, at length, prevailed to ftophi* 
^ unfnendly progrefs. He contmticd here 

* for fome time : his fbHowers, -kcure in 

* his protcftion, and enriched by hi^ bountyi 
^ little regarded the fevcre fmite whicft 

* laws prefcribe, Gjay reveBtr»thcy ; whoi 

* ftiU of mirtfr and difport, beguiled the 

* time in fong and danee wirii cawdy 

* dames* Gne of tbefe glittering mimonS 

* of royal favour perchance caft hk wan- 
*" ton cyesf on Edyth, the jmid bewxiicd 
- '• rr 
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^ tQ my fon. Accurfed be the hour, ia 

* wl)ich he difcovcred, and w^s enamoured 
« with her beauty! He courted her irt 
^ gentle giUfe, with fair fcmblance of rc^ 

* fped and decent love : he dazzled her 

* with the view of coftly gifts 5 he pro- 
^ it)ifed much, he Hghed often, and fome- 

* times wept j but all-fruitlcfe were bi^ en- 

* dcavours to conquer the integrity of this 
^ honeft maiden. Yet, not entirely dif- 
^ pleafed at his flattering art$, ihe Uftened 

* without terror. or abhorrence, whilft yet 

* his purpofe was not diredly avowed*, 

* and fometimes, yielding to his courtefy, 
.* fuffered him to lead her forth, and to 

^ amuie her ear with tales of courtly plea* 

* fures and fplcndor. The jealou? anxiety 
« of Edmund evet watched their fteps at 

* wary diftance : *till at length, when this 

* incautious maid had been cQadu<5tcd to 
f a fecret path, when ihe fudd^Aly found 

N 2 * her 
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. * . * . * * 

* her helpfefs innocence at the mercy of a 

* Iiixarious courtier ; when he boldly pf'eft 

* his fuit, and attempted to force her, 

* trembling and difmayed, to his wicked 

* purpofe, her piercing fhrieks foon fum- 
^ moned a faithful deliverer to her fide. 

* Edmund, mad with rage and jealoofy, 

* fatally fmote the ravilher ; and carelefsly 

* leaving him weltering in blood, con- 

* veyed away his Edyth, who had fainted 

* with terror and furprize, and fafely dc- 

* pofited his heart's dear treafure ki her 

* father's dwelling. 

• An event like this was not to be con* 

* cealed : nor did the unhappy youth, now ; 
« mad with paffion, and deaf to the calls j 

* of prudence, fear to avow his bloocfy 

« deed freely and publicly. Soon was j 
^ the body difcovered ; and foon was Ed- j 

* mund fcizcd, and torn from his frantic j 

• miftrcfe. I 
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* miftrefs. An armed band hurried him. 

* away, with loud and tumultuous de- 

* nunciations of vengeance ; wlicn happiJy 

* the King, now returning from the chace, 

* defcried the rout, and difpatched an at- 

* <«ndant to demand the caufe of fuch 

* diforder. Of this he was inftantly in- 

* formed ; and curious to learn the occa-» 

* fioD cf fuch a prefumptuous violence 

* upon his officer, to view the man who 

* even boafted of his outrage, he ordered 
' the criminal to be brought before him. 

* My fon was now led forward ; and as he 
' prepared to caft Inmfelf at the feet of 
*'-his Liege, the fiery bead which the 
' King beftrode, frighted at the tumult, 

* began to dart and rear up with ungovcrn- 

* able wildnefs. The attendants inftantly 

* alighted ; but before they could fupport 
' their falling mafter, Edmund had burft 

* like 1 ghtening from the hands of his 

N 3 ^ guards^ 
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^ guards, broke his faH, and rcmoantbi 
^ him. This ^caj and vigour were beheld 

* with wonder, and fecret applaufe. The 

* King himlelf was by no means unaflfec- 
^ ted by the incident. His looks grew 

* lels fevere ; and in a tone, not angry, but 
^ majeftically grave, he demanded to know 

* who he was, and what had prompted 

* him to this a£t of blood. My fon 

* kneeled before him, modeft but not ab- 
^ jedl; and with an ingenuous plainnefs 

* and freedom, related the unhappy caufe 
^ that had provoked him to this outrage ; 

* his love to the betrothed maid -, the artsi 

* and treachery to which (he had been ex- 

* pofed ; the horrid attempt of violation ; 

* and his bwn fatal encounter with the 

* King's officer. In a word, he acknow* 

* ledged the crime, and with decent boJd- 

* ncfe declared himfclf refigned to the 
^ puniflimentji and prepj^rcd to yield up hi5 
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* forfeit Kfe. • The King liftened with ac- 
*: centiotly and in the natural and imajBFe£led 
\ narrative (stw t^e foU proof of all that 
y had been aUedged. With a iiiddea 
^ warmth, he fwore by the foot of God, 
K (bis uftial oath) that his fervant had de* 
\ icrvedly met his fate ; that Edmund wai 

* a brave youth, and nacrited not only par- 
^ don^but reward; and that henceforward 

* he Ihould be his foWier. The witncflfes 

* of this fcenc were not flow to applaud 

* the icntiments of their fovereign. They 
^ vied with each other in their praiies of 
? my folly whofe youthful bread was but 

* too fuiceptible of their impreOions. 

* How happy did we then efteem our- 

* felves, when we faw our child refcued 

* from deilrud ion, graced with the royal 
^ favour, and entrufted with an honour** 

* able command ! To us he paid his filial 
f duty J then ffcw to the betered Edyth, 

N 4 * 10 
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* to comfort her forrow and revive hct* 

* fpirit, confounded and deprefled by Ac 

* late event. Of her, he took a tender 

* leave, with affurances of invariable fidc- 

* lity, and pafTionate vows of fpeedy rc- 

* turn to compleat his happinefs ; then dc- 

* parted to perform the duties of his 

* new charge. But we were not as yet 

* totally bereft of our darling objcft ; 

* fome intervals he found for brief, yet frc- 
^ quent viiitings; to delight us with the 

* accounts of his advancing fortune. So 

* compkatly was he now pojQefled with the 
^ thoughts of war and honour ; *fo elevated 

* and tranfported by the view of courdy 

* fplendor, and the gay promifes of youth- 
^ ful ambition, that love leemed to hold 
^ but a fecond place within his mind: and 

* the fighs and half-fupprelTed tears of 

* Edyth, fometimes confefled her jealous 

* fear of his cftrangement. He faw, 

* and 
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*' and chid her unjuft fufpicions : to allay 
« them, he propofcd that the holy Father 
** ftiould inftantly unite their hands. Their 

* nuptials were fudden •, and their con- 

* jugal endearments, alas ! too foon inter- 
' rupted by our fon*s neceffary attendance 

* on his royal matter. 



I- 



* The land was now threatened with all 
the calamities of civil war. A fecond 
time had the bold Barons put on their 
armour, and collected their vaffals agafaft 
John. My hufband, altho' he had already 
fuffercd in their caufe, yet ftill adhered 
with an obftinaie integrity tp that fide 
which he deemed the great bulwark of 
his country. He earneftly preft young 
Edmund to abandon the fervice of a 
prince whofe favour was precarious ; fud- 
denly ' and capricioufly bellowed ; and 
as fuddenly and capricioufly withdrawn. 



* But i)e was beard with rtludbncc ancN 
^^avcrfion. He urged the folid comforts 
^ of boneft poverty and contentment ;» be- 
^ eaUed it (hameful (forgiTc me. Lady, 
^ if Us homely fentimems c^end) to unite 
^'Witb rapacious foreigners, and to tix^ 
^ brue his hands in the blood of country-^ 
^ men and brethren. His fon was ftill 
^ nnmoTed, aid to aU his a^gu^hents op- 
f pofed One plea, bis forfek life, and the 
*- vafl: debt of gratitude be owed. the Kingr 

A father's authority was then exerted^ 

* He was commanded, upon his filial obe^ 

* dience, to attend on the confederated 
^ lords ^ the terrors of divine vengeance 
*; were denounced on his undutiful obfti^ 
^ nacy. He hefitated ^ but the flattering 
f profpeflsof ambition at length prevailed^ 

* He forgot the fubmifTion due to a parent's 

* authority ; full of gay hopes and im^ 

* patient of controul, be haftened away to 

^ fcrvc 



c 
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^ ferve his liege lord, whtlfl: my hufbofid, 
< irritated at his difbbedience, pronounoed 
^ fomething like a curfe upon his Unhappy 
^ ion, and followed the (landard of WiU 
^ liam de Albinet the commanding Bardn« 

^ Thro* the courfc of thefe unhappy 
^ contefts, Edmund encreafed in honour ; 
' and ftill nK>re and more approved hii 
^ adivc valour. It is too well knowil 
^ with what fhameful difregard to the 
^ prote&ion of their adherents^ the Barons 
^ fufl^ed a number of the moft faithful 
^ to their caufe to be (hut up within the 
^ caftlc of Rochefter, and to be forcly 
^ prcft by the royal army^ while they 

* themfelves rioted in London. In a fatal 

• hour, Edmund was commanded to the 

• fiege of this cattle. ~ O Lady 1 a few 

* words are fufficient for the reft of bis 
? fad ftory. How doth the dreadful n> 

^ snembrance 
d 
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« membrance pierce my afflifted heart! 
« Many deeds of manhood did he atchieve ; 

* and oftentimes did he repell the defpe- 

* rate valour of the befieged. At^ the 

* head of a fmail party, he at length vcn- 

* tured too ra(hly to approach the caftle 
^ walls; and was fuddenly encountered :by 

* a larger body of the enemy. The con* 

* teft was obftinate and bloody : biu his 

* aflbciates were borne down by numbers^ 

* and left him, as they yielded, fingly 

* engaged with a foldier, whofe fword 

* threatened deftruftion. They . rufhed 

* upon each other, they clofed, they re- 

* doubled their deadly blows, 'till at 
' length, a well direded flroke from the 

* arm of Edmund tell upon the front of 

* his antagonift, cleft his beaver, and 

* uncovered his wounded head. Edmund 

* ftarted! flood aghaft! uttered fomecon- 

* fufed founds of horror ! How can I fpeak 

8 ' it ! 
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* it! The ill-fated youth O for 

* ever accurfed be the authors of every 

* civil ftrife!— had fmote his father.'—- 
Here the diforder of the unhappy mothv 
flopped her voice. The Countefs was 
fcarcely lefs afFcded : fhc trembled, as if 
wixriefs of the horrid fcenc : and Elinor 
at length proceeded thus. 

^ My hufband, dunned and faint, 
^ was finking down ; when Edmund feized 
^ him in his arms, and gently laid him 

* upon the earth. He kneeled before him, 

* in all the bitternefs of anguifh and diC- 

* traftion. His lamentations were loud 

* and wild ; and earneftly did he implore 

* for pardon ; and bitterly did he curfe 

* his own fatal error. The languid eyes 

* of his father were fixed kindly upon 

* him; his faltring voice fpoke forgive- 

* nefs. And now was Edmund preparing 

• to 



• to bind Up his wound, ahd to convey 
^ him to fome place of fafcty and relief, 

• when the noife of tumult and roiit grew 

• loud. He turned his head haftily, to 

• learn the caufe ; and, in that fatal mo- 

• ment, received a fliot from a crofs-bow 
« full in his' brain. The fon ftmk dowh 

• by the fide of the Weeding &ther ; the 
^ routed, and the purfuers (a party of the 

-* royal army who had come to the fup- 

• port of their aflfooiates) trampled upoh 

• their bodies. Edmund had- at once ex- 
" * pired with a groan. My hufband lived 

*« but to relate the dreadful ftory/ 

> 

Here the attendant ftruggled to fuji- 
prefs her forrow. Not fo the gentle 
Countefs. Her tender mind was deeply 
pierced ; and freely was her pity uttered.— 

• Thus,* faid Elinor, * in one aceuried 
^ hour, was I bereft of all my comforti 

* The 
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The caUmky wa$ too ^ncat for mf 
vvisak htut xo bear. The rcbtioa iiv 
fiaotly confuled my braan, aad 4iq>nved 
me of reafon. LQag did I contiDue iit 
g meltndialy iafeafilHltfjr to my 4i^eiss 
mid perliaps, heaven wa$ kind inthw 
afiliding me, Wben fkm^^ and a {Mo- 
ther's tender care, b^ at )enj^h feftopol 
my diiordeced ienfQS» I karoed, ihat tbc 
^retciiqd Edyth bfid been feii&cd with the 
fODgi of mtitockf chiJUbinht bad viift 
paio aad forraw given ber hSddk bur^ 
den to ibe i^fat, long languiibod in Ikk- 
nefs and grief; and was at Itnffk atr* 
tired to a religious houfe, there to end 
her wretched days. And there were they 
foon ended. I myfclf had been dcfpoiled 
of all my poffeflions, by the fury of 
civil war, in which both parties were 
equally incenfed againft my hu(band or 
my ion. Refcued from deathy and fup- 
4 • ported 
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* ported by the kindnefs of my brothefj 

* the vaflal of Lord Raymond ; him havfe 
« I followed, and by his n^eans have I 

* been placed here ; ready to obey our 
' Lord in all humble and.honeft duties': 
*;butwe have not' yet learned to be tft 

* bafe inftrumerits • of oppreflioh.* — Here : 
(he paufed and wept. The Countefe 
laboured to comfort, and to infpire -her 
with hopes of better fortune; repeated 
her aflurances of favour and protedipn'; 
and earneftly declared, that to be happy,, 
(he had but to extricate a grateful miftre& 
from her prefent diftrefs. . . « 



SECT. 
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SE C T. IV. 
^f^r^H^ ten^ #ri(Hed for day *t:lengili 

iKLnights were to i^ue. .forth, and Ofwald 

.thci brother of Elinor was to be warder f}f 

^the eafile. iThotime and manner of efcape 

had been duely Concerted. The g^rb df 

.sui:humbiIc,domc(iic hadibcen provided :f()r 

.the .Cwnttfs : in tyhich difgpife, (he,.fi9- 

gcther mth h^r.fon and faithful wonian^ 

' .w^re.to be conreyed thro* a ..poftcrn gate, 

^ nrhich Jed . to a neighbouring wood : there 

was Ofwald to provide borfes, and from 

.thence to conduct tbenn to a rcligioua hou{e» 

. which had , been enriched . by the . pious 

.bounty of :Ela, in her moreprofpcroMS 

.days: and where die now hoped to find 

due. regard, and inviolable fanfltuar;|r. The 

Vol. U O day 
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day was fpent in preparation ; in fears and 
hopes, and anxiety. At length the mid- 
hour of night approached, the hour ap- 
pointed for departure. Ofwald by means 
of a trufty fervant ha* placed his horfes 
in the wood ; and had fo ftationed his men 
as to prevent them from being witncflcs of 
his defign. The Countefs had put on her 
difguife, embraced her fon, and dcHvered 
him to the hand of Elinc^r. Their cori- 
'duftor led them cautioufly and filently 
thro* the caftle. They had paffed the 
gate, and were now ft retching towards the 
. wood with more enlivened fteps, when the 
^ flirill found of a horn proceeded from the 
'Other fide of the caftle, and proclaimed 
the approach of fome knight or ftranger. 
•Ofwald ftarted, the women trembled ; the 
found was loudly repeated, and returned 
from the adjacent hills. When Ofwald, 
markipg where the full moon difcloied a 

^ bcatea 
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beaten path, , and pointing towards the 
wood, earneftly preft them to bend their 
courfe thither without fear or hefitation, 
and there to wait his coming ; which he 
promifed fhould be fpeedy. He fpoke of 
the prefent alarm as of no moment, but 
declared himfclf refolved to learn the oc- 
cafion of it. They obeyed ; and he re- 
turned into the caftle : where he appeared 
opportunely to prevent fufpicion or detec- 
tion. The domcftics were all roufed, and 
fome had already mounted the battlements 
to demand, who, at this dead hour, had 
approached the caftle, and on what occa- 
fipn. They were anfwered, that there 

, ftpod two perfons at the gates difpatchcd 

fby Hubert chief jufticiary, to Lord Ray- 
mond on efpecial affairs ; that they had 

^ been mifguided, and wandered thro* the 
country until night had overtaken them : 

..that at length they had recovered the true 
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path, and that their facigue requred iwh 
mediate entrance and Fefre(hmenc. By the 
command of Ofwald, they were admitted 
and entertained with due courtefy. He, 
the* determined to abandon the fcrvkc oi 
\Raymond, and impatient to rejoin tht 
Countefs and her fon, yet coiikl not refift 
the defire of conferring with thefc mellcn^ 
gers; and efpecially when be learned frb^. 
one of them, who feemed of iriferior qua- 
lity, that they brought fdme intelligence 
about Lord SaUfbury. 'He invited this 
inan to refrefli himfelf with wine (for thfe 
other had retired to reft.) He entertained 
him with all hofpitable kindnefs, iaid 
from him learned, that but ^a little time 
fince, folemn jufts and tournaments haii 
been held at the Englilh court, in whiclb 
a young knight of France (induced, « he 
declared, by the fame of the gallant ri6bles 
of Britain) had appeared^ and dtftihgiiifiieSi 
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tumfelf by his proweft and courage. That 
the King and his courtiers had received 
him wicb aU due honours : that in fome 
fonverfacions, he had lamented the fate of 
an Engliib Lord known in both realms 
by the name of Saiifbury : who, as he 
was infoTfqed, had been piirfued by adverfe 
fortune in Poi^lieu, obliged to fly before 
his enemies, abandoned by his few atten- 
dants, and accompanied only by a fair 
9pd noble lady^; and that too ftrong reaibns 
there were to fear that he had perifhed. 
Ofwald heard him with a violent yet well- 
diilembled emotion ; and having prevailed 
on him to retire, paufed, tho' ftill anxious 
to feek the Countefs, and debated within 
his mind, whether he fhould communicate 
this intelligence or no. As he was not 
iufficieptly acquainted with the j'efined and 
exalted fentiments of noble minds, he con- 
cluded l^( the hopes of her Lord's return 
O 3 were 
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were Ela*s only motive for receiving the 
addrefles of Lord Raymond with fuch fc- 
verity'and abhorrence, and that any affu- 
fances of his death muft determine her to 
accept the tenders of his love : he there- 
fore refolved freely to declare what he had 
juft now heard ; and hoped that (he might 
thus be . prevailed on to abandon the de- 
fign of flying, and to return- to her caftlc* 

The domeftics were now feparatfed ;" and 
filence and tranquillity again 'reftorcd : 
when Ofwald again iflued forth, ftill firm- 
ly refolved tp obey the conrimands of the 
Countefs, whatever thefe might be^ and 
faithfully to follow her fortunes, (hould fhc 
be fiill refolute to tempt the dangers of 
flight. He found her' at the appointed 
ftation impatient of his tedious abfence, 
and almoft finking under the terrors of 
night and folitude* Elinor fat by her fide. 
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flill more difmay^d, fupporting her young 
ion, and fhielding him from the dampy 
air whilfl he lay comppfed in peaceful 
fleep. . The moon was haftening to her 
decline ^ and threatened to involve them in 
all the horrors of darknefs ; when their 
long expefted proteftor at length appeared^ 
to relieve their diftrafting fears.' He briefly 
related the occafion of his delay; the ar- 
rival of thcfe meflcngcrs, and the dif- 
courfe which, he had held with one of 
them. The bare mention of intelligence 
about Lord William, raifed an univerfal 
agitation in the Countcfs. The melancholy 
air which Ofwald affumed, encreafed her 
terror and impatience: nor had he yeC 
finilhed his relation, when the blood de- 
fcrted the cheeks of Ela. She clofed her ' 
eyes, and died away. Elinor fhrieked, 
Ofwald fupported her ; but their cares were 
a k)ng time inefieftual. At length, the 
O 4 Countcfs 
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Countcfs raifid her languid fronfc, * atid 
breathed a- hearr-fclt fighv * Hfe \htsrthcd 
*l^ifl6yd i' faid fht : -i — ^* A rioblfe lady ! 
€;^ — w-^vaif ih« noble ?-«-^Bnt d&; I fear^ 
*. htaviti hath fevcrely panHftfcd his gnUt/ 
GfWald now peptcived his own imptvdiuct'^ 
s|bd would hav$ offered C(»Enfort: but the 
Countefs was wholly en^ged by her own 
fad thoughc^* He repeatedly prcft ;and en- 
forced the danger of ^ her prefent fituationi 
and the neceflity of fpeedy departime : but 
na attthcioh could he gain. At length, 
tbrning her fadly ftreamin^ eyis flowty upoft 
him r ' No, itif friehd !* faid fhc, * thefe 
•languid lin>bs muft here ^d* their 
*- gravi.-J — Yet*-^ — it *cre 4 blefling to 

* etid my days in the-manfionfrof dcrotion> 

* to hear the rcvererid father fpcat eom- 

* fort to my departing fpirtt : — ^butj 1 
^' cannot — ^this frame is too fccMi : the 

* ban4 of death prelfcs tbT> fcycrdy vpoa 
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•' me.— — O friends! if ever your heart* 
\ knew pity» look upon thae boy, Hte waa 
^ not bom to this wretchfedneft i he iiath 
♦, ftill noble friends.-— ^If you would at- 
^ tone to heaven for your of^ncesr fave- 

* htm ; convey him qukkly from the 
^ power of Im enemies. Seek the place 
V appointed for pur retreat^ thpt^ favt 
^yotlrfelves and. bimx there fliall tb« 
': friends of bit houfc find him ncfcued 
*. from cruelty and isfUfpauon s they (bolt 
^ proted and defend him i they (hall ai&it 
'^ his rights and reWard your fidelity^ 
^, Thefe jewels, thcfc treafures (hall rc» 
^ ward you. My fon (hall live to re? 

* ward you.' — Elinor, kneeling before hef 
with weeping eyes and lifted handsi earneit- 
ly entreated her to coUeft her fpirits and 
tP purfue her intended Bight : uttering the 
moft ardent and paffionate vows that fear 
or force (hould never, drive her from her be. 

6 lovi^i 
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loved miftrds.— — -* If I am beloved^*? 
ftid the Couhtefe, • (hew me thy love; 
*' and fave my child. Think not of me. 

* I can die here : and fome charitable hand 
*• may perhaps be found to clofc my eyes 

• in peace.* Here Ihe again fainted 5 nor 
dould all the tender care and ibllicituder 
Aerted to relieve her, reftore her to life 
and fehfei Elinor hung weeping over her : 
Gfwald was dffmaycd and diftraded: he 
faw the danger of this rafli enterprize, 
aind could think of no refource : he 
^ould have confulted with his lifter; but 
her mind was engaged only by her miftrefs. 
Hefuddenly called to his attendant, who 
ftiU continued at fome diftance with the 
horfes : one of thefe he mounted : the 
Countefs was raifed up and placed re- 
clining in his arms. Thus he proceeded 
gently towards a cottage which lay at 
fome fmall diftance; whofe charitable in- 
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habitants rofe at the noife of bcnightccf 
travellers, and admitted them. The Coun- 
tefs was difpofed upon their humble couch^ 
and now once again recovered from hefr 
trance. She thanked the tendcrnefs of the 
afHided Elinor : then calling to Ofwald,' 
with hands and eyes raifed to heaven, ihe 
earneftly conjured him by'all his hopes 6£ 
future happinefs, to fly with her fon to 
fan6luary : to proclaim his and her wrongs: 
and particularly to feek the pr6te£lion of 
the Lord de Warren his father's noblo 
friend ; who would receive and fhield his 
helplefs innocence, aflert his rights, and 
controul his oppreflbrs. Of herfclf flier 
fpake with indifference ; as a pcrfon on the 
point of finding refuge from her enemies 
in the arms of death. Ofwald was fo per- 
fuaded: he regarded her preftnt languid 
ftate as the laft fad period of her life ; and 
looking tenderly upon his fifter> feemed txx 

wifl^ 
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'^i&k thac &e could fly £pom the rcfent^ 
xiient of Lord Raymond. But fooa were 
Jbiis thou^tits chepklcd by the zealous deda^ 
jMtoQS cf this ifiendly matroQ, that nd 
fya: of pQwef» no thre&ta of puni(bment, 
no* fD06ve yfbtstrtr ftOiild pitvail upon 
hntt to ahandcm her dear ini{lre& : (te urged 
him ta obey her eomtnands vrkH fpeedt 
ind to leave them to the pfotedioa of 
ke^i^en. Thefaoodiheiart of Qfwaldwas 
Hfieded: in a paflionatte fit of 2eal» he de«* 
dared himiHf ready to fly with^ young 
Willlitai, The anxious mother thanked 
hm vnth her Ictoks : (he clafped* her fon 
wilh a feettle but tender embrace ; and lift- 
ing her cyefi devoutly towards heaveni 
eoinmended him to the prote£tioo of al} the 
holy angels. Hii looks confefled h» in* 
jam fear, vihcn flie delivered hfm. to his 
condu&er. He wept, and was conveyed 
away, Sooip ftw tears dropt from tbtf 
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Countefs; but the rceoHcflion of his cfcaptff 
and the hopes of his prelervation, foon 
gave comfort zo her -afflided mind, and 
animated her with new life and fpirit. Her 
eyes wi^re lighted up aoew ; her voice le& 
faltering, and her .frame Ie& languid She 
now fccmed to d^fy hcr:Oppreflbrs, and 
declared herfetf refolvcd to afliime her 
rightful iiutbority .and -fiate i to ad a» 
zniflre& .of her oaftle and^domajp, in^opcA 
defiance .of the. bold )mtruders« By the 
dawn of morning, fome peadgutts wecedif- 
patched to the caftk to give notice of hff 
.prefent^fituation, and to order fuqh con-' 
vcmcnoes as were .neccflary ibr her |C- 
fiftovaU A . litter together with the . proper 
attendants was ibon £:st% for i^is purpofe. 
EUnor, * ftiU* faithful ; co - her • chaise, waitgdl 
•n the fide t)f her beloved lady : w|;io nour 
again entered her own. (lately ,hall> and 
•was laid with care and under ^offices pf 

dufy upon her own couch, 

SECT. 
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SECT. V. 

IN the mean time, cbnfufion had fpread 
among the domeftics. Morning dif- 
covered the defertion of Ofwald; and 
fcarccly had meflengcrs been difpatchcd to 
inform Lord Raymond of this event, and 
the arrival of the two ftrangcrs, when they 
' learned the fituation of the Countefi, and 
were diredled to conduft her back to her 
apartment. A fecond meflage was in* 
* ftantly difpatchcd to their Lord, with this 
"^ alarming intellrgence : and, ere long, he 
appeared in view, goaring the fides of his 
Courfer, whilft a few attendants ftretchrf 
after him at feme diftance, in vain ftriv- 
ing to keep pace with his impatience. He 
entered the caftle with looks wild and 
difordered; and flew towards the apart- 
/ . meat 
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ment of the Conntefs ; but vvas flopped by 
fome of her maidens, who were direded to 
inform him that her prefent weaknefs and 
malady required reft, and could not per- 
mit him to approach. He called for 
Eh'nor, who appeared before him trembling. 
He fternly reproached her with prefumptuous 
treachery and difobedience ; and demanded 
to know where her brother lay concealed, 
whither and for what purpofe he had fled. 
Elinor ftill trembled and was falent : Ray- 
mond thundered out terrible denunciations 
' of vengeance ; when the Countefs, who 
heard his rage from the adjacent chamber, 
fuddenly fent to defire his prefence. He 
ruflied in with glaring looks of fury and 
diftradlion; when, rifing her head gently 
from her pillow, £Ia thus accoftcd him* 

* Proud Lord, thy power is at an end. 

• 1 am above thy oppreffion; I amJiaften- 
^ ing to the manfions of peace. .My fM 



668 L ON G S WOli ©> ; 

* 1J5 fafe. Tcs! that honcft man has COn« 

* vcycd him to the neighbouring monaftiy^ 

* whofe hallowed fanduary fhall prdted 
^ him from thee and thy niinionaf. 
^ Thither thou canft not force thy way. 

* Thence, Ihall our wrongs be boldly 

* and loudly echoed thro* the land, and 

* foon (hall the noble friends of Salilbury 

* appear, to end thy ufurpation, to chaf* 

* rife thy minifters of cruelty, and to re- 

* vcnge the injuries done even to the 

* meancft of Ela*s attendants.*— Thus 

fpeaking, flie turned away with marks of 

icorn -, again reclined her head, nor deigned 

nhe leaft regard to his cJctravagant cx- 

preflions of vexation and furprize. He 
' burft away in mad diforder and confufion : 
he ranged wildly thro' the galleries; darted^ 
and endeavoured to collect: his thoughts 
and allay his pafllons: curd his own ralh 
folly wliich had cempt^ him abroad, 

^aJSbrded. 
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a(!brdc!d this opportunity of detciffcing and 
defeating his defigns, and threatened to 
cover him with fhame and fcorn. Then 
again he rufhed forward in an agony of 
rage and vexation, when one of the mef- 
fcngers from Hubert approached with re- 
fpeflfol obeifance; and obliged him to 
aflume fome appearance of eale and 
compofu^e. 

From him Lord Raymond learned the 
feveral particulars, which his companion 
had before imparted toOfwald. But as 
this man was admitted more intimately 
into the confidence of Hubert, he was 
farther direfted to declare, that the friends 
to the houfe of Salifbury bcgarf to cx- 
preFs their fears, that the long protrafted 
refidence of Raymond in this caftle, with- 
out any intell'^ence being received of the 
•difpofitions of the Countefs, any alibrances 

Vol. I. P of 

i 
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of her confent to accept his hand, had 
raifed jealoufies and fufpicions in their 
minds ; and that Hubert therefore urged 
him to renew his efforts, if he fiill con- 
tinued unfuccefsful ; to improve thofe ru- 
mours about Earl William^ into full and 
certain aflurances of his death, and witb 
all pofCble fpced and earneftnefs to haftea 
on his own. nuptials with the CQuate& 
He thanked the ftranger, and.commemkd 
Jiis fidelity ; he requefted him to retire for 
a while, promifing to confer more fttBj 
with him at better leifure : then refiginied 
himfelf to the.diforder of hi$ mind, which 
this information and , advice ierved to in- 
flame and irritate. He now faw the mif- 
guided courfe which he had porfued*. He 
formed the moft dreadful .prcfages of that 
dijbonour which muft attend hisi yiolenoe 
and unlawful oppreflion« Hb pafTion for 
the CpUAtefs was (liU alive ^ and for awhile 

he 
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he feemed refolved once more to try the 
gentle arts of love and tendernefs ; but 
the recollcdion of her rigour and difdain, 
her wrongs and fufFerings, in a moment 
daftied all his hopes, and he refolvcd to 
fall at her feet, to implore her pardon,' 
and to retire from her cattle. For this 
purpofe he again approached her apart- 
ment, alnd demanded admittance. Elinor 
appeared before him, kneeled, and with 
many tears implored his indulgence for 
the weak ftate of her unhappy Lady. 

* Heaven only knows,' faid the kind at- 
tendant, • whether fhe hath yet a few 

* days of life remaining. Let not thy 

* noble nature afflifl: the already too fe- 

* vcrely afflifted. Let her die in peace ; 

* or if (he may yet live, break not on that 

* tranquillity which may be the happy 

* means of reftoring hen' * Wretch !• 
cried Raymond, wildly furvcying her, as ' 

P2 Ihe 
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flic humbled herfelf before hinit * -tbou 

* haft undone me ! Accurfed be the flavc 

* who hath affifted thee to betray me? 

* But why do I think of thee, thou rep^ 

* tile ? Come, lead me to this Lady ; let 

* me difpel her maladies, let mc give her 

^ peace, and leave her/ EKnor ftarted 

up, confounded and aftonifhed at this my- 
fterious language, earned ibr an explana- 
tion, yet too much awed and terrified to 
fpcak her wifties. Raymond fternly re- 
peated his orders ; and in that moment, 

^' the inhuman Grey, with all marks of hade 
' and impatience, rulhed impetuoufly into 
the apartmenu 

'*He had heard of the efcapc and return 
of' the Countefs, and of the flight of- Of- 
v^ald. He had fpurred on with wild Ipced 
it) leam more particularly the neafbn and 
purpofe of thefe alarming events; his own 
**^ con- 
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oonfcious guilt had raifed dreadful pre*^ 
ikges in his mind : nor were thefc allayed 
by the dUbrder in which he now found 
Lord Raymond. To him he addreflcd 
fome hafty and impcrfed queftions. Ray- 
mond gazed on him for a while with an 
afpeft which plainly difcovered an inward 
ftrifc, and doubt whether to accufe this 
man as his evil couniellor, or to entreat 
his afliftance as a faithful friend. At 
length, as if bowed down by violence of 
paflion> he reclined on his arm, and was 
led away into another apartment. There 
he diftinclly recounted the advices he had 
received from Hubert ; and the jealoufies 
expreflcd by the friends of the houfe of 
Salilbury^ which muft now be cnflamed 
and confirmed by the falfe Ofwald, who 
had fled to fandtuary with young William r 
He fpoke with pity and tendernefs of the 
Cpuntels, whom his own cruelty had driven 
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from her caftle, and wbgie flight had been 
prevented only by her malady and weak- 
ncfs. He exprefled his fears of deteftion 
and difhonour; that, his unwarrantable 
ufurpation^ and attempt upon the con-, 
ftancy of Ela, muft now cover him with. 
Ihaihe: he therefore declared himfelf re-, 
folved to implore her forgivencfs, and to 
retire. The coward heart of Grey felt all 
the tenors that Raymond had exprefled 
with double force. He was inftantly . 
filled with the imagination of- that .power 
ai^d.^ roteftion which was fppn .to fuppo^t 
the injured Countefs : he trembled at the 
recollection of his own ihare of gqilt and . 
oppreffion : he commended the purpofe of 
Lord Raymond ; and urged him to refign 
his pretenfions without delay. But amidft 
all bis fears, cunning had not yet forfaken 
him. He fccretly determined to make this 
rcfolution .of his Lord feem the effect of 

hia 
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his own advicei in order to plead . ibiqe 
merit with the Councefs, and, in fooiCL 
meafure, to attone for his former infolence. 
He therefore propofed to Raymond, tQ 
make him the meflenger of his defign, to> 
entruft him with the charge of acquaiptr:, 
ing Ela with his penitence, and his refig- , 
nation of all hopes or prctenfions to her 
love or fortune. * An interview,' faid 
he, • can only ferve to enflame your fond 

* pafllon, and to make a reparation doubjy 

* painful. No! truft not your eyes with 

* the too powerful and affedling objea/ 
Raymond confented ; and Grey now pre- 
pared to fummon Elinor, and to defire 
admiflion to the Countefs ; when accident- 
ally, he afked Lord Raymond, who llill 
dwelt upon the late events, to what place 
of fanduary Ofwald had retired. The 
neighbouring monaftery of Sariirh was no 
fooner mentioned^ than, fuddenly ftarting» 
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M if a ray of comfort had juft fhot thro' 
hit foul, his eyes kindled, his cheeks glow- 
ed, his whole afpeft fpokc furprize and 
triumph : he eagerly feized the hand of 
his aftonifhed Lord -, he paufed ; their eyes 
encountered each other. * HopeT faid 

Grey ; * yet hope 1 1 mull depart this 

« inftant. — But, by all your fond wifhes, 

* by all your flattering profpetSs of love 

* an(4 greatnefs, I conjure you fufpend 

* your purpofe : fee not, (peak not to this 
« proud Countefs, *till my return.' Ray- 
mond demanded an explanation, but Grey 
only repeated his injunftions •, urged him 
to retire, and left him filled with aftontfli- 
ment and expeAation. 



End of Vol. I. 
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